
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remote Learning Plan 2020/2021 - January update 

  

Winsham Primary School Remote Learning Plan 



 

1. Background 
 

During the partial school closures of Spring and Summer 2020, our teachers ensured 

that they were proactive and forward-thinking in their ability to provide meaningful 

learning experiences that supported children’s academic, social and emotional 

needs. During this time, the curriculum was paused and an emphasis was placed on 

ensuring that children felt successful in consolidating material that had previously 

been taught. 
 

The situation now is different. Following an unsettled term nationally, schools are now 

only open to the children of critical workers and those who may be vulnerable 

without attending school regularly. Our Remote Education Plan, in place to cover 

the potential bubble closures of Autumn 2020, has now been updated to provide 

parents with clear information about how our schools are teaching new curriculum 

content during this time. Section 6 of this document addresses the practicalities of 

remote education during this period of extended remote learning for most children. 
 

Even after schools reopen, it is probable that positive Covid-19 cases within our 

school communities will mean that students and teachers will need to be able move 

from in-person, in-school learning to remote education seamlessly, and back, with as 

little learning time lost as is feasible. In addition to the prospect of ‘bubbles’ having 

to self-isolate, we also need to consider how individuals who are self-isolating for 

extended periods can interact with their education from home. 
 

All the schools of The Redstart Learning Partnership are committed to ensuring high 

quality educational provision remotely when necessary, whilst also considering the 

well-being of our staff and students in this rapidly evolving situation. This document 

aims to provide a structure for our school communities for how we intend to operate 

this academic year. 
 

2. Government expectations on the curriculum in 2020-21 
 

The government expects schools to continue to deliver a broad and ambitious 

curriculum in 2020-21. The government guidance states the following: 
 

‘For children in nursery settings, teachers should focus on the prime areas of learning, 

including: communication and language, personal, social and emotional 

development (PSED) and physical development.  
 

For pupils in Reception, teachers should also assess and address gaps in language, 

early reading and mathematics, particularly ensuring children’s acquisition of phonic 

knowledge and extending their vocabulary.  
 

For nursery settings and Reception, consider how all groups of children can be given 

equal opportunities for outdoor learning. 
 

For pupils in key stages 1 and 2, school leaders are expected to prioritise identifying 

gaps and re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, 

increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics), identifying opportunities across 

the curriculum so they read widely, and developing their knowledge and 



vocabulary. The curriculum should remain broad, so that the majority of pupils are 

taught a full range of subjects over the year, including sciences, humanities, the arts, 

physical education/sport, religious education and relationships and health 

education.’ 
 

The Secretary of State has given a ‘temporary continuity direction’ in order to require 

schools to provide remote education for state-funded, school-age children unable 

to attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19). This is a legal obligation on schools 

from 22nd October 2020.  
 

With regards to remote education, the guidance states the following: 
 

‘Where needed, this is high-quality and safe, and aligns as closely as possible with 

in-school provision. Schools and other settings should continue to build their 

capability to educate pupils remotely, where this is needed.’ 
 

3. Government expectations on remote education 
 

The following is taken directly from the government guidance on full school opening, 

the principles of which underpin our approach to remote education as a trust (bold 

text provided by TRLP): 
 

‘Where a class, group or a small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or local 

restrictions require pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the 

capacity to offer immediate remote education. Schools are expected to consider 

how to continue to improve the quality of their existing curriculum, for example 

through technology, and have a strong contingency plan in place for remote 

education provision by the end of September. This planning will be particularly 

important to support a scenario in which the logistical challenges of remote 

provision are greatest, for example where large numbers of pupils are required to 

remain at home. 
In developing these contingency plans, we expect schools to: 
 

 

 use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and 

offline resources and teaching videos and that is linked to the school’s 

curriculum expectations 
 

 

 give access to high quality remote education resources 
 

 

 select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order 

to allow interaction, assessment and feedback and make sure staff are 

trained in their use 
 

 

 provide printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, for pupils who 

do not have suitable online access 

 

 



 recognise that younger pupils and some pupils with SEND may not be able to 

access remote education without adult support and so schools should work 

with families to deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum. 
 

When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to: 
 

 

 set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day 

in a number of different subjects 
 

 

 teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and 

skills are built incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is 

intended to be taught and practised in each subject 
 

 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher 

in the school or through high-quality curriculum resources or videos 
 

 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions 

and other suitable tasks and set a clear expectation on how regularly 

teachers will check work 
 

 

 enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in 

response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising 

material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding 
 

 

 plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils 

would receive in school, ideally including daily contact with teachers 
 

4. Remote education when an entire bubble is isolating (teachers and children) 
 

In the light of the government’s expectations, we commit to the following when 

providing remote education to our pupils, when their teacher is also working from 

home: 
 

 

 All classroom activities will be accessed through Google Classroom, as is usual 

for the school. 
 

 

 Provide opportunities for deliberate, daily practice of key skills in 

mathematics, spelling, phonics and/or reading comprehension through 

online resources already familiar to the children, e.g. iXL (maths practice), PiXL 

tables (multiplication tables practice), IXL (English Grammar) etc. 
 

 



 Brief (no more than 15 minutes), daily live Zoom calls will be held at or around 

9.00am and 3.00pm (if several bubbles are isolating, these timings may be 

staggered to allow siblings their own sessions with their teachers) for the 

purposes of pupil engagement, explanation of the day’s expectations and 

an assessment of how well the learning went with the children. 
 

 

 Three daily lessons, with instructional video input, in English and mathematics 

(at least three times per week) and another subject (geography, art, science, 

PSHE etc.) The lessons should include the scaffolded teaching of a new skill or 

new subject knowledge with the opportunity for practice or other application 

of this skill. We recommend that our teachers use the curriculum lessons 

provided by the Oak National Academy where these lessons fit with the 

school’s curriculum. Teachers are of course welcome to create their own 

lesson resources, where they feel these would be more beneficial, but this is 

not an expectation. 
 

 

 Feedback will be provided to children on learning practice that has been 

submitted to the teachers. Not all lessons will require children to submit the 

results of their lessons, but this may take the form of photographs of written or 

drawn work, online document submission, or the results of a post-lesson quiz. 
 

When a bubble needs to move online for education, the first working day of self-

isolation will be a day for consolidation and revision of prior learning. Teachers will 

provide signposts to activities for children to complete, but there will be no live Zoom 

calls on this day – these will instead begin on the second day of the period of 

bubble closure. 
 

We realise that there may be some barriers to children and teachers in providing 

these expectations and we commit to the following: 
 

 

 We will ensure that teachers being asked to provide remote education 

from home have IT equipment capable of hosting video calls etc.  
 

 

 We will audit our families’ IT needs and help by providing Chromebooks for 

children learning at home, where we reasonably can. 
 

 

 Where IT remains a real barrier for the majority of a cohort, teachers will 

provide daily, short videos (that can be viewed on a smartphone) to 

explain the day’s expectations and a pack of written instruction and 

learning activities that is in line with the school’s curriculum. 
 

5. Remote education when a single child from a class is self-isolating 
 

It is probable that there will be a situation where an individual child is self-isolating, 

though not unwell, but the class teacher is teaching the majority of the pupils still in 

school. In this scenario, it is important to find the correct balance that enables the 



child at home to continue with their education, so that on their return to school they 

have not missed vital building blocks in their learning, whilst not causing an 

unacceptable level of extra work for our teachers. 
 

In this situation, the child at home can expect the following: 
 

 

 Signposting, through Google Classroom, to opportunities for deliberate daily 

practice in mathematics and phonics or reading. 
 

 

 Signposting, through Google Classroom, to three online lessons per day, such 

as Oak National Academy lessons, which mirror the online learning in class as 

closely as is possible.  

| 
 Feedback on any work submitted to the teacher. 

 

 

 Contact from school (either the class teacher, pastoral team or a senior 

member of staff), by telephone or Zoom meeting, at least every three days. 
 

6. Remote education in the event of wider school closures with school opening only 

for vulnerable and key worker children 
 

Schools again closed to most children on Tuesday 5th January 2021, with the Prime 

Minister acknowledging that whilst schools are of low risk to children themselves, they 

are a vector for the transmission of the virus within the community. School is only 

open to the children of critical workers, and those listed as vulnerable. The 

government has been clear that if a child of a critical worker can be looked after 

and learn from home, they should. 
 

This section answers questions that parents may have about remote education 

during this period. 
 

Will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 

school? 
 

Yes. All instructional teaching and linked learning activities will be posted through 

our online classrooms. Children who are in school currently are learning from the 

same resources. All year groups are seeking to follow the same curriculum that we 

had intended to follow from the beginning of the year. There may be small 

adjustments to the order of certain teaching – for example where a particular skill is 

more easily taught in person, this may have been moved to the summer term 

instead. 
 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
 

The government expects that KS1 children (Years 1 and 2) have a minimum of 3 

hours of learning time each day and KS2 children (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) have 4 hours 

of learning time each day. Your child will have three lessons each day with 

instructional input and practice activities, plus one daily video call of around 15 – 20 



minutes focused on assessment, feedback and an opportunity to ask questions of 

the teacher. In addition, your child’s teacher will include deliberate, daily practice 

activities which children should spend at least 15 minutes on per activity provided. 
 

How will my child access any online remote education that you are providing? 
 

Our remote education can be accessed via Google Classroom and all children 

have a login. Google Classroom can be accessed via any device including 

smartphones. The majority of instructional input is via video, which can be accessed 

in this way. We will happily provide exercise books and other resources to those who 

need them to access the work effectively.  
 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support 

them to access remote education? 
 

We have a number of devices, such as chromebooks, in school which we are happy 

to loan out at no cost to families who need them to support access to remote 

education at this time. You will need to collect from school and sign an agreement. 

Please get in contact with the school office. We can accept a limited number of 

children to school if connectivity is an issue, but this will vary depending on the 

current circumstances with critical workers. 
 

How will my child be taught remotely? 
 

Each day, instructional input will be directed towards your child. We expect children 

to participate in deliberate, daily practice of key skills, such as times table or number 

bond knowledge retrieval via our online games. We will also provide three core 

lessons each day which will comprise of a short, instructional pre-recorded video 

and follow-up learning activities. Our teachers may choose to video themselves 

instructing your children or by accessing the wealth of high quality instructional 

videos available, such as National Oak Academy lessons or White Rose maths for 

example. We will not use live lessons as we believe recorded video input to be of 

greater flexibility and benefit for all. Each day your child will be asked to attend a 

short Zoom session where teachers will give feedback on the recent learning and 

answer any questions that you or your child have of the learning.  
 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as 

parents and carers should provide at home? 
 

We fully understand that this is a very difficult time for us all. Working from home, 

whilst trying to support your child’s education is a lot of ask of our families and above 

all, we expect you to do the best you can and to keep yourselves and your children 

physically and mentally well. 
 

Our expectation of academics is that the children complete the three lessons each 

day to the best of their ability. We would encourage older children to be as 

independent as possible, contacting their teachers through Google Classroom 

where they have questions. If you are struggling, please do get in touch with school 

to talk through how we can support at this time. 
 



How will you check that my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 

informed if there are concerns? 
 

During school hours each day, school staff are monitoring the digital platform to 

check whether children are ‘handing in’ work, asking questions, attending the daily 

Zoom sessions. If we have had no engagement for two consecutive school days, 

you should expect a phone call home from a member of staff to see if there is any 

further support that we can offer you and your child.  
 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
 

The teachers will be continuing their daily monitoring of the work that children ‘hand 

in’ either online. Teachers may comment on work individually, or spot common 

misconceptions and feedback to the whole class. 
 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 

adults at home to access remote education? 
 

Where children have additional needs, we will aim to provide work that they can 

access successfully. We will also aim to keep in good contact with you and where 

you have concerns, we will seek to support you through amending the work that is 

provided, or by seeking to accommodate your child in school where we possibly 

can. Children with EHCPs are entitled to a school place. 
 

7. Supporting our teaching staff 
 

Our teachers have been adapting to new ways of delivering education over the 

past year, whilst also putting themselves on the front line at this time as schools 

remain open to children of critical workers and those who the Government has 

described as ‘vulnerable’.  We commit to supporting our teaching staff with any 

training needs for the expectations outlined in this document. We are not expecting 

our teaching staff to deliver live lessons and we are working with our teaching staff 

to find ways in which the wealth of online instructional tuition (such as Oak National 

Academy) can be used in school to ensure that workload is not increased 

unnecessarily.  
 

The content of this document may be revised through the academic year. 
 


