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         6th January 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  

Remote Learning Arrangements 
 

In light of the Prime Minister’s lockdown announcement, school is now closed to most children, in 
order to break chains of transmission within the community and to reduce the pressure on the NHS. 
These arrangements are in place until at least Friday 12th February. 
  
School is open for the children of critical workers and those who are classed as vulnerable (please 
see the Government’s list here). Whilst we are open for these children, please remember why 
schools have closed for the majority of children. If there are days when your child can learn remotely 
and safely at home, please consider whether this is a wiser alternative.   At Winsham, we have 
established who needs to be in school by telephone conversations in the recent days. However we 
understand that circumstances change so please keep us updated in this regard.  
  
Remote Learning Arrangements 
  
From Wednesday 6th January, new learning will be posted on Google Classroom for Years R – 6. Most 
children in school have accessed Google Classroom already this year and should have their username 
and password already.  Your child’s username will generally be their first initial followed by a dot and 
then their last name, ending with ‘@winshamschool.co.uk - e.g. j.bloggs@winshamschool.co.uk 
  
If you have any issues, please email itsupport@redstartpartnership.co.uk and state your child’s 
name, school and class. 
  
Each day, the teachers will set deliberate, daily practice tasks, such as iXL maths or spelling activities. 
There will also be three lessons every day with video instructional input on new curriculum learning. 
The video instruction may be a National Oak Academy lesson or video input from staff in school. 
School staff will be available on Google Classroom at points through the school day to interact with 
the children via online comments. In addition, Zoom sessions to catch up with their teachers and 
classmates about the learning so far will be scheduled. A weekly timetable will be posted on Google 
Classroom with all details needed for these sessions.  A list of protocols for Zoom calls is posted at 
the end of this letter. We expect all of the children to engage with remote learning every day. If you 
need an exercise book for your child, please let us know where we will make arrangements for you 
to collect this from school. 
  

mailto:Winsham@redstartpartnership.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


We have a small number of Chromebooks that we can loan out to families who do not have access 
to technology at home. Please get in contact with us if you need support in this way. 

 

 
Details for children attending school 
  
For those children attending school during lockdown, the school day will run as usual. The children 
will continue to be taught in their class groups, although the school is classed as one bubble. The 
children in school will follow the same curriculum learning as is posted for the children working from 
home. 
  
Children attending school should continue to wear school uniform. 
  
All children attending school will need to bring a packed lunch and unfortunately during this time 
there will not be the opportunity to order a school lunch. If you are entitled to Free School Meals 
(even if your child is not attending school), a food voucher will be emailed to you. 
  
Thank you for your patience and for working with us as we value your support 
  
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Miss Sarah Dobinson 
Senior Lead Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines for Remote Learning Video Calls 
 
As part of our Remote Education policy for bubble and school closures during the academic 
year 2020-2021, we may use Zoom meetings to meet individually, in a small group or as a 
class with their teachers. These sessions will allow teachers to explain learning and to 
assess how well the children have been able to access the work set.  
 
In order to ensure that everyone is kept safe and the Zoom calls remain a professional 
extension of the classroom environment, we expect all participants (children, parents and 
staff alike) to adhere to the following principles: 
 

• The video sessions are not to be recorded by either school, pupils or parents.  
• Children and staff should engage in the sessions from a suitable environment, such 

as a communal room at home or a desk in their own room, but not for example, sat in 
bed.  

• Staff are expected to maintain an appropriate dress code.  
• If using a shared space, adults may like to use a virtual background if they feel it is 

appropriate. 
• Parents who support their children during the session are requested to remain polite 

and respectful at all times. If parents wish to raise any concerns, they should email 
the school office email address please. 

• The waiting room will always be enabled to allow only permitted children to enter the 
session. 

• All children and adults engaging in the session should ‘rename’ their Display Name 
with their real first name (of child) to allow the teachers hosting the session to know 
who is in the waiting room. 

• Teachers should set the room so that children cannot ‘unmute’ themselves during the 
session and that the teacher maintains control of this aspect.  

• Teachers should ensure that the chat function is controlled so that all messages are 
public within the session. 

• Children are expected to only use the chat function to ask questions or make helpful 
contributions. 

• The school behaviour policy remains key during these sessions. Any child using 
inappropriate language or gestures or behaving in a manner that distracts others 
from the learning and conversations, will not be permitted to take part in subsequent 
sessions. 

• No member of school staff will enter a video call when only one child is present, for 
safeguarding reasons. A scenario where one member of school staff with multiple 
children present is acceptable.  

• Where a member of school staff is asked to carry out short sessions of 1:1 tutoring 
with a child, another member of school staff will be a ‘silent’ participant in the virtual 
room - they may have their camera and microphone off, but the other parties will 
know that they are there if needed for any reason. 

 
We are confident that these brief Zoom sessions are an important part of keeping all on track 
with their remote learning and keeping a sense of community as a class. We would strongly 
encourage all children to participate. 
 

Kind Regards, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Sarah Dobinson 

Senior Lead Teacher  


