
A message from  the Trust 

 

All our schools have been extremely busy so far this term.  We have 
had a number of events and activities taking place from world book 
day, to tree planting, to red nose day, to the Ukraine appeal which 
raised over £2000 for the Red Cross.  The planting of the sunflower 
seeds was a fabulous show of unity by all our pupils and we would 
like to thank Monkton Elm garden centre for their kind generosity in 
supplying the compost and seeds. 

Minerva Primary welcomed Sir Edward Davey to school last week 
which supported the pupils learning about democracy and allowed 
the year 5/6 class to practice their debating skills.   

Winsham Primary welcomed Bishop Ruth, the Bishop of Taunton, to 
celebrate their reinstatement to CofE status.   These are just a few 
of the wonderful things taking place at our schools this term and 
there is lots more to come, please visit our websites to find out 
more.  

Like many schools across the country our schools have been 
struggling with staff and pupils absence due to covid.  We would like 
to offer our sincere thanks to all our staff that are working so 
incredibly hard to keep classes open and also a thank you to you for 
your understanding. Suzanne Flack made an appearance on BBC 
Points West on Wednesday participating in a news report detailing 
the current staffing and attendance situation in schools due to covid. 

There are two weeks left of this term and we are looking forward to 
some more glorious sunshine and seeing what exciting learning and 
activities will take place on the run up to Easter. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

W/B Monday 28th March—NO AFTER SCHOOL 
CLUBS 

Monday 11th April—Easter holidays 2 weeks 

Monday 25th April—INSET DAY 

Tuesday 26th April—Return to School 

Wednesday 27th April—Music Day 

Monday 2nd May—EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 3rd May—After School Clubs resume 

KS1 SATS TESTING (YEAR 2) 

Monday 9th May –12TH May KS2 SATS TESTING 
(YEAR 6) 

Monday 30th May—HALF TERM (1WEEK) 

 

World Book Day  

25th March 2022 

Photo of the Month 



A message from the Head of School 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
I am really pleased to be writing my first Head of School piece for the Winsham newsletter.  Firstly thank you to everyone 
for making me feel so welcome.  
 
Secondly, we have packed so much into a few weeks.  
 
We have considered the Christian distinctiveness of the school and have introduced a call and response beginning to our 
Collective Worship, this includes the lighting of a candle.  The candle allows the children an opportunity to ‘still’ and focus 
their thoughts.  We are also beginning lunch with a Grace. Instead of the stuffy ones of my childhood these are all set to 
well known tunes like Frere Jaquer.  Watch this space the Adams family is on its way.  A huge thanks to Emily who ac-
companies us on the piano. 
 
I have been so impressed with the children who were so reflective when we talked about the situation in Ukraine.  They 
spent a great day planting sunflower seeds and we are looking forward to watching them grow.  Thanks to the staff who 
had such inspired ideas of things for the children to make and thank you for buying them. 
 
Bishop Ruth’s visit went so well.  They sang and read beautifully.  So much so they stopped the workmen hammering 
outside.  It was so nice to be joined by Karen Sancto from the Diocese of Bath and Wells, Suzanne Flack our CEO as 
well as Elizabeth Turner who represented ‘Open the Book’  The Bishop joined the children in painting a tile as a com-
memoration of the day. 
 
It as a result of these two events it has been great to see the profile of the school raised in the wider community through 
newspaper articles. 
 
We have also  supported ‘Red Nose Day’ unfortunately the first inter Trust event has had to be cancelled but the X coun-
try will still take place in our own schools.  We haven’t been able to get together for such a long time  and look forward 
to  our children being able to mix with larger groups, this is really important especially those in year 5 and 6 who are pre-
paring to move onto secondary school.  
 
Mrs Caroline Lancey 
Interim Head  of School 
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Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure 

that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to 

develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance 

to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is 

Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or 

you may phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child 

safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so 

that we may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 89.02% 

KS2 - 82.14% 

Preschool - 83.7% 

 

 

 

Whole School 84.35% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class: 

 

We have had an extraordinary last seven days! The children have thoroughly enjoyed 

making key-rings, cakes and earrings to raise money for Ukraine last Friday. 

 

 In the beginning of this week the children had to think about the words Faith, Hope and Love and 

describe what those words meant to them to share with Bishop Ruth on Wednesday. We 

made beautiful tiles that will be put up in school to remind us of the special day.  

 

In English we have been writing our own blogs, featuring technical language, cohesive 

devices and layout. 

In Maths we have just finished the multiplication and division section of our learning. In 

Topic, Science, Art and Geography we have been looking at our Farm to Fork. We have 

made some amazing art work in relation to Biomes using Aboriginal Art. We were incredibly 

lucky to have Mr Lockett visit us last Tuesday. He helped us gain a greater understanding of 

farming and food production. We are hoping to use the information we learned from him to 

write poems for the village book. 

 In RE we are now looking at Holy Week and Easter, the children have been very interested 

to learn about the meaning of Easter and what the religious festivals are. 

 

As always thank you for your continued support at home with reading and homework. I 

cannot wait to see what the children produce in their take away homework assignment. 

 

 

 

 

 



Woodpecker Class: 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodpeckers have worked exceptionally hard this half term as always! They sang beautifully for our visitor Bishop Ruth 
and presented their poems and artwork with confidence and pride. Well done you!!  

In Literacy we have written our own versions of Handa's surprise using verbs to describe how the naughty animals stole 
the different delicious fruits. Year 1 and 2 have thought about the types of animals we would see in the countryside 
around Winsham and have incorporated them into their writing. Reception have been writing about Handas' fruit basket 
and chosen adjectives to describe the colours and textures of various fruits.  

In Maths Year 2 have worked hard to learn their 3 and 5 times tables with the help of TTRockstars. We have looked at 
arrays and how sharing into equal groups can be useful in working out multiplication and division sums. Year 1 have 
been partitioning, adding and subtracting within 20 and looking at different mathematical models such as part, part whole 
and number families. Reception are becoming more confident with their numbers to 10 and have been using manipula-
tives to represent each number.  

In Art, we are currently building fruit structures out of newspaper and paper mache. We are looking forward to painting our 
fruits and adding texture ready to hang them up on display.  

Thank you for your continued support at home with reading. As the weather continues to grow warmer, please could 
Woodpeckers ensure they have a water bottle with them each day in school.  



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

Where do I begin, this month we have been super busy exploring and learning!  

For Pancake Day we explored dough and used tools to shape and mould it, the children role-played making pancakes. 
This promoted lots of problem solving and conversations around their own experiences from home with Pancakes. We 
made our own Pancakes and tasted a variety of toppings, they were delicious!  

A group of children explored gold mining, this was initiated from a TV program one of the children has watched at 
home. Together they built a contraption to pour water down, another child added glitter for the gold. Each child 
added ideas and the communication and creative skills used between them was lovely to observe.  

Another group of children used the loose parts to make a sea side, they added shells and talked about things they 
have seen and experienced at the sea side. They even pretended to have seagulls and made bird sounds, whilst two 
children were pretending to eat chips under a blanket to hide from the seagulls. We extending this play through add-
ing sand into the learning environment, with books, literacy and fossils alongside the loose parts. The children used 
all of their senses to explore this play, they were curios and interested in each other ’s ideas, this play continued for 
a long period of time and was re-visited throughout the next few days.  

We have been looking at healthy lifestyles, encouraging the children to understand health practices. Some of the 
parents have sent in photos from home of the children taking part in healthy practices, this has really helped to de-
velop language and a sense of self within the group. We have participated in PE with the KS1 children. 

We celebrated World Book Day, the children all dressed up as a character from a Traditional Fairy Tale, this was 
very exciting and sparked lots of interesting role-play.  

We have been reading Handa’s Surprise, the children have been curios about the clothing the children are wearing in 
the story, this has opened up lots of multicultural discussions around this subject. We have looked at the map and 
talked about different countries and weather conditions. The children have also been curios about the different 
fruits and animals in the story.  

During our Spring walks we have been exploring the beautiful flowers and talking about life cycles of these flowers. 
The children learn to care for their environment as part of our everyday practice. The children have been exploring 
flowers during their play and mark making using flowers, explore colour and textures.  

We look forward to more adventures to come... 



Forest School: 

 

It’s been lovely to have some nice weather for the forest school sessions, fingers crossed it continues! 

 

Woodpeckers and Herons have been using their sight to look for objects in the field, which have been hidden. They have 

played hide and seek, with some really good hiding places! This lead us to talking about bugs and insects and where they may 

be hiding. They found lots of woodlice, worms and ants hiding under the damp logs. We also found a small slow worm under a 

tarpaulin.  

We have taken advantage of the weather and have explored our local area. Woodpeckers and Herons have been on walks and 

used their senses of sight and smell. Woodpeckers have seen sheep munching on the turnips, we saw the horses and cows 

eating the grass, they smelt the wild garlic and squelched through the mud! Herons looked to see if they could see their house 

from a field, and the sheep which were in the distance. Herons also had a quiz when they were back at the school field to see if 

they really were looking around as we walked around the local area! 

To develop our exploration of the senses, Woodpeckers and Herons have smelt and eaten a mixture of food items ranging from 

garlic and herbs, to hot chilli sauce and mango chutney! Woodpeckers took this in their stride and were happy to try it all, 

Herons however were a little more hesitant but as we were looking at smells they were rewarded with smelling and eating a 

chocolate button! 

As a trust Redstart are supporting Ukraine and have planted sunflower seeds. We are waiting for them to start growing! 

A local family have been looking after a group of hedgehogs over the winter and they have released two of them into the 

school field. It was an exciting day being so close to the hedgehogs which only come out at night!  

Please remember even though the weather is getting better, children will still require their welly’s as we will be preparing our 

vegetable plots ready for the courgettes and pumpkins to be planted, and as the sunflowers start growing they will need to be 

planted too. 

 

Forest School dates for Spring term: Whole School 28th March   Herons 4th April  

 

 

 

 



 

When Bishop Ruth came to visit us. 



 

Red Nose Day: We raised £18.00 for Comic relief, Thankyou.

Thank you all so very much, with the cake 

and craft sale and money raised from the 

Sunflowers we raised an amazing: 

£207.00 


