
A message from  The Trust 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
Although we are only three weeks into this final term, it has already been 
an exciting, eventful and enjoyable few weeks.  This is set to continue for 
the final four weeks leading up to the summer holidays.   
 
During the first week back after the half term break, 150 pupil’s from all our 
10 schools associated with the Trust had the opportunity to tread the 
boards at the Brewhouse Theatre in Taunton.  The pupils celebrated 
performing arts in all its forms, enjoying the day at a professional theatre 
benefitting from the opportunity to perform on the stage in front of a live 
audience.  
There were a number of dancing and singing workshops which were 
hosted by two industry professionals and in the afternoon the pupils 
performed in the variety show, watched by family members. They also all 
performed this year’s Sing Up Day song ‘Love as our Guide'.   
Supporting the performing arts festival was the fabulous artwork from the 
winners of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee art competition.  Adorning the 
walls at the Brewhouse the Jubilee themed artwork was displayed for all to 
see and enjoy.  The competition was judged by Suzanne Flack (CEO), Sue 
Lennox (a talented local artist who has created many amazing murals 
across the Trust schools) and Ethne Staniland (Trust Curriculum Lead for 
Art). The entries were exceptional and certificates were awarded for each 
year group, well done to all involved and to our winners. 
We would like to thank all the staff involved in planning and preparing for 
the day and in particular Hannah Czeres, Curriculum Leader of PE who 
pulled the day together and Ethne Staniland for her work on the Jubilee art 
competition. 
 
The next four weeks will be a hive of activity at all of our schools including 
sports days, plays, school trips and much more.  It's fabulous having our 
schools open and back to normal once again and we look forward to 
seeing the pupil’s enjoying the next four weeks. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Beth Souster, Communications and Development Manager. 

 

 

Saturday 25th June—Winsham Street Fair (School 
opening at 11.00am ) 

Thursday 30th  Woodpeckers visit to Hestercombe 
House 

Friday 1st July Sports Day  

Monday 4th July—New Reception Parents Evening 

6th—8th July Kilve Court Residential 

Tuesday 12th July Trust Wide Years 6 Leavers at 
Taunton school. 

Friday 15th July—Small Schools Hub Year 6 leavers 
treat 

Friday 15th July—PFA BBQ Evening on the school 
field 

Bee Bot Racing– Sharing, working together 

Friday 24th June 2022 

Photo of the Month 



A message from the Head of School 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am constantly amazed at the ‘wonderfulness’ (don’t tell the children but I don’t think that’s a word!) of 
your children and humbled by what a privilege it is to be part of their lives for this brief time.  Since our 
last newsletter we have done so much.  We have had the bits we have had to do.  Year 1 have had 
their Phonics Checks, Year 2 and 6 their SATs and Year 4 have just finished their multiplication 
checks.  All the children did their absolute best and I was so proud of the way they applied them-
selves.  No one likes being tested and it always seems to be in the warmest, most uncomfortable time 
of the year. 
 
On a happier note we have sent a group to perform at the Brewhouse.  The feedback from a parent 
was that the Small Schools Hub was one of the strongest acts in the show, which was great to hear as 
we had all learnt our bits but not put it together until the morning.  They more than deserved their choc-
olate bar reward!  Heron class has continued with swimming.  Little Chicks and Woodpeckers are out 
and about in the sunshine making the most of the environment.   
 
One of the comments on the parent survey was that it would be good if children could meet and do 
things with their peers in other schools.  So, this week we welcomed both Ashill and Hatch Beauchamp 
to share in our KS2 Forest School.  It was great to see them interacting and I think it has been great 
preparation for Kilve next month.   
In that spirit we haven’t left out KS1 they will be joining the other schools for a visit to Hestercombe at 
the end of the month.  Emma Johns (more of her later) the new Head of School will be joining them for 
the morning. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at the upcoming events: 
 
Street Fair = 25th June 
Sports Day = 1st July 
New to reception  parents evening 4th July  
Trust wide Year 6 leavers event @ Taunton School = 12th July 
Small School Hub Year 6 leavers treat = 15th July 
PTA BBQ evening = 15th July  
Leavers Assembly at St Stephens = .  20th July 
 
Staffing changes 
This is always a sad/happy time of the year as we are often saying goodbye to members of staff but 
often for really lovely reasons. 
 
Nadine Luesley is leaving to take up a new post at Buckland St Mary.  She will be replaced by 
Emma Johns.  Emma will be the Head of School in September and will be visiting the school regularly 
in the run up to the summer holidays. 
 
Sian Williams is leaving us to take up a full-time TA position at Holyrood.  Whilst we are really sad 
to see her go we know this is the next step for her and very exciting so we wish her well. 
 
Jenny Robbins is reducing her hours and will no longer be our cleaner.  This means we now 
have a vacancy.  If you think this may suit you please contact the school office for more information. 
 
 

 

 



A Final Thought 
In these difficult times it is easy to turn in on ourselves and not consider others who may be 
having an even tougher time than us. 
God’s Children  by Aaron Niequist 
 
Father of the beaten down 
Lover of the strong and proud 
God of every class, from the greenest grass to the underpass 
You’re the Maker of us all 
 
Father of each citizen 
Lover of each immigrant 
God of everyone who has ever been an alien 
You’re Creator of us all 
Animator of us all 
 
Oh---You love your children, Love your children 
Every daughter, every son 
Oh---You love your children, All your children 
Help us see You in each one 
 
Father of the most oppressed 
Lover of the least impressed 
God of every kid who has ever hid from being hit 
You’re the Seer of us all 
Loving Weeper for us all 
 
Oh---You love your children, Love your children 
Every daughter, every son 
Oh---You love your children, All your children 
Help us see You in each one 
 



 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure 

that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to 

develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance 

to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is 

Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or 

you may phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child 

safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so 

that we may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 94.83% 

KS2 - 90.21% 

Preschool - 89.87% 

 

 

 

Whole School 91.47% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The children have yet again been amazing with their project base homework!  From Runes 
to interviews and 3D models, they have all been well thought out and the children spoke so 
enthusiastically about them too. Thanks for your ongoing support with homework. 

In Maths, Year 3 have been looking at measures, in particular, money which tends to be a bit 
more difficult these days as everyone is so used to paying by card.  If you do have loose 
change around the home, then please allow your child to become familiar with it - perhaps 
they could practise spending it this weekend at Winsham Street Fair!  Year 4 and 5 are still 
continuing with Fractions and Decimals.  Well done to the Year 4 children who sat the Gov-

In our English lessons we have been using Phillip Pullman's Clockwork (Or all wound up) as 
our inspiration.  It's a dark tale of twists and turns and the children have loved it!  The chil-
dren  have looked at many different ways authors use to create a more suspenseful piece of 
writing and used them in their own work!  My goodness, they can be scary when they want 
to be! We shall be finishing off the unit over the next week by writing an alternative ending 

 

 

Swimming tends to be the highlight of the week for the children. They behave impeccably well 
and are certainly a credit to themselves and the school. Please note our last date of swimming is 
Wednesday 20th July. 

Thank you for the return of the Kilve Medical forms.  Just a little clarification on cameras - if 
you are unable to get hold of a disposable camera then the children may take a small digital 
camera but they will be entirely responsible for carrying and looking after it. Please make sure 
it is inexpensive and not a valuable item!  If their are any questions then please do come and ask 
or send a message on Dojo.  

Photos below are of a Science experiment we carried out last week - see if your child can tell you 
about it and maybe even recreate it at home! 



Woodpecker Class: 

 

 

 

 

As always, Woodpeckers have been working fabulously over the past few weeks. We have begun our new Science 
topic of 'Living things and their habitats', where we have been exploring where different animals live and how they 
adapt to their surroundings. We are very much looking forward to our trip to Hestercombe House and Gardens to 
explore the grounds and look out for habitats. Thank you to those of you who have returned the permission slip.  

In Literacy, we have been writing creatively around our story, 'A Mouse called Julian' by Joe Todd-Stanton. So far 
we have written a letter to Julian, written about the times we like to be with friends, family and have quiet by our-
selves and written a set of instructions to help the Fox escape the hole.  

In Maths, Reception are continuing to build their understanding of addition using the Part Part whole model. We 
have been working our way up to the number 10, exploring the various additional facts for each number. Year 1 
and 2 have been learning about fractions. Year 1 have been introduced to halves and quarters, and Year 2 have 
extended their knowledge of halves and quarters, and have learnt about two and three quarters. Year 1 and 2 
have been finding fractions of both shape and number.   

Winsham have received a very exciting package containing BeeBots! We have been exploring the different ways 
we can programme the BeeBots in computing and have even had a BeeBot race!!   

Well done to those of you who are continuing to read five times a week. Please could we encourage all Wood-
peckers to be spending time reading at home, it really does support their future learning by building their confi-
dence and reading fluency.  

Thank you for your continued support 



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

The children have been making the most of the lovely weather through building dens to create shade 
and exploring water using their whole body. They have made water systems using loose parts such 
as guttering, tires and planks of wood. They have shown great curiosity in things that float and sink, 
watching the children problem solve and discover which items were going to float or sink was fasci-
nating.  

The children have expressed themselves through using materials to create things such as collages, 
paintings and clothing for teddies. They have also combined media such as pasta and dough to   cre-
ate structures or objects.  

During forest school the children were learning how to use a flint and steel stricker, we then lit the fire 
and enjoyed toasting marshmallows.  

As a Pre-School we are embarking on an exciting new adventure to become a Curiosity Approach 
accredited setting. More information will follow as we travel further into our journey. We have intro-
duced more authentic resources such as ceramic tea sets and ornaments for the children to explore 
and play with rather than plastic ones. We have watched the children problem solve and become 
more respectful of the resources as a result. 

If you have any ceramic tea sets that you would like to give a loving new home we would gratefully 
receive them! 



Forest School 

What a busy month we have had in Forest School! Woodpeckers and Herons have been looking at habitats 

across the world and the adaptations animals have to protect themselves from predators and the elements.  

We found out that the Gobi Desert gets really cold at night and sometimes it snows there! The children all 

made their own little wooden animal and of course it needed a home. The children made homes in areas 

that would protect the animal and some of these homes are still in position in the field. 

We have also been busy looking after the strawberry plants, and can not wait until the strawberries are 

ready to eat! The sunflowers we have planted to show our support to Ukraine are also growing well. 

Woodpeckers have been learning to climb the tree, watching the sheep in the field, observing changes in the 

environment such as the spring flowers dying off and the apples beginning to grow on the apple tree. They 

have played in the rain and made some beautiful music! Woodpeckers have also learnt how to make sparks 

with a flint and steel, to light a fairy (a piece of cotton wool). 

Herons have been busy ensuring the site was tidy for the visit from the KS2 classes from Hatch and Ashill 

Primary Schools. They all enjoyed a fabulous day using the pyro pen to make a wooden necklace, a survival 

challenge in teams while trying not to get wet, making sparks with the flint and steel to light a fairy, whittling 

willow for the all important marshmallow toasting! 

With the last few weeks of forest school approaching, please could I remind parents that children need   

trousers, not shorts as we have plenty of brambles and nettles onsite. Sunhats and sun cream, plus welling-

ton boots or good sturdy shoes. 



 

 

 

 

 






