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We set off into 2022 full of hope for a return to ‘normal’.  We could not have 
predicted the events that would unfold, globally or for our own 
schools and communities – we hoped for the ‘end of the pandemic,’ yet we had  a 
massive impact of Covid in our communities; war and peace in Europe; a peaceful 
world (while a quarter is in conflict); so many paradoxes.   
  
‘Paradox: a seemingly absurd or contradictory statement or proposition which when 
investigated may prove to be well founded or true.’ 
  
Easter is the greatest celebration in the Christian year yet is a real paradox. Easter 
is a time of beginnings, fresh hope, new life. Yet it begins with ‘Good’ Friday and an 
execution. Thinking about Easter, the author Krish Kandiah suggests that “The 
cross of Christ has to be the biggest paradox in Scripture. It is so difficult to grasp 
that it is described as a stumbling block to faith to some, foolishness to 
others, and yet for some of us it is the turning point of history and the foundation of 
our faith.” 
  
Krish Kandiah writes : “If ever there was a paradoxical moment in time, it was three 
o'clock on that first Good Friday afternoon outside the city of Jerusalem, atop a hill 
that had been given the nickname 'the Place of the Skull'. It was the middle of the 
day, and yet it became the middle of the night. It was humanity's darkest 
hour, and yet divine love never shone brighter. An innocent man had been found 
guilty and was being given his – or, rather, everyone else's – punishment. A man 
screamed out to God, asking why he had been abandoned, and at the same time 
the curtain in the Temple was ripped open, welcoming the world into the very 
presence of God. The death and distress of the one offered life and hope to the 
many. To the world, it looked like utter defeat, but in fact it was God's greatest 
victory. In this picture of abject weakness, the power of God is revealed.” 
   
Whether you have a Christian faith or not let us hope and pray that this Easter 
brings about a time of new beginnings to the paradoxes of today – that peace will 
overrule across the world, that the pandemic will lose its hold on communities. Let 
us hope and pray that Easter may offer a fresh start to us too, that we may find 
physical refreshment and renewed energy. Let us also pray that Easter may offer 
us new hope and joy within, emotionally and spiritually. 
 
I hope that your  Easter break and was blessed as a time of true refreshment and 
that you found opportunities for real relaxation and felt the reassurance of God’s 
love and peace. 
  
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 
The Bible, Romans 15:13. 

 

W/B Monday  2nd May AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS  RE-
SUME. 

Monday 2nd May—EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 3rd May—After School Clubs resume 

KS1 SATS TESTING (YEAR 2) 

Monday 9th May –12TH May KS2 SATS TESTING 
(YEAR 6) 

Monday 30th May—HALF TERM (1WEEK) 

Monday 6th June Pupils return to school 

W/B Monday 6th June—Phonics screening test 
(Year1) 

Thursday 16th June– Wellbeing Focus Day 

 

What an inspiration Emily is who had 12 inches of 

her beautiful hair cut off which Emily then donat-

ed to Little Princess Trust, well done Emily. 

29th April 2022 

Photo of the Month 



A message from the Head of School 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful holiday.  It came at just the right time.  I just wanted to express 
my gratitude to everyone for rising to the challenge of the last few weeks of last term.  With so 
many off it was getting quite difficult but both the staff and the children made the most of it and we 
tried to make sure the children who were still in school had as good and as normal a time as we 
could manage.  It was great that the Easter service was able to go ahead.  The staff were also great 
over the Easter Holidays as we came in and had a bit of a tidy out.  Schools sometimes get a bit 
overwhelmed and then we lose sight of what resources we actually have. So, it was good to sort out 
and unearth all sorts of bits and pieces we had forgotten about. 
 
I have been surprised by the support of the local community too.  We have volunteer readers and the 
Open the Book group who bring bible stories alive for the children.  Our PTA organised a chocolate 
Bingo which was very well attended so thank you for that too.  All of these people are important to 
the running of our school and its community.  We are looking for some parents to join us on our 
Teaching and learning committee so I will send a letter out about that soon. 
Miss Dobinson was hoping to be back this week and came in on Monday but has recognised that it 
is a bit too early and she needs a little bit longer to fully recover so I am sure you will join me in wish-
ing her well.  
I hope you are all finding Dojo useful.  I find it a really quick way of getting messages out quickly. 
 
I will leave you with this which I found helpful over the Easter as I used it to give myself permission to 
go for a walk or sit in the sun rather than doing something 'useful' 
When despair for the World grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and the life of my children may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought of grief. 
I come into the presence of still water. 
And feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting for their light.  For a time  
I rest in the grace of the world and I am free. 
 
Caroline Lancey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure 

that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to 

develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance 

to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is 

Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or 

you may phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child 

safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so 

that we may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 78.29% 

KS2 - 90.38% 

Preschool - 97.24 

 

 

 

Whole School 88.47% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class: 

 

 

We have had an amazing last few weeks! The children have thoroughly enjoyed coming back to 
school after a successful Easter break.  
 
In English we have been learning about Anglo-Saxon times and reading a thrilling book called 
Beowulf. 
In Maths we have just started the fractions and decimals section of our learning. In Topic, 
Science, Art and Geography we have been looking at Anglo-Saxons. Before the Easter Holidays 
the children made some amazing art work in relation to Biomes as you can see from the pictures. 
In RE we are now looking at Agape and Christianity. 
 
As always thank you for your continued support at home with reading and homework. I cannot 
wait to see what the children produce in their take away homework assignment. 

 

 

 



Woodpecker Class: 

Welcome back after a well deserved Easter break. Woodpeckers have returned to school with a fantastic 
attitude towards their learning. They have settled back into the bustle of the classroom and have enjoyed 
catching up with each other and telling their half term stories.  

This half term, in Science we will be investigating plants. We will be looking at the parts of the plants and 
what they need to grow. We will also be planting our own beans and recording the growth over the next 
few weeks. In Literacy, we will be writing our own problem solving story. We have started by reading the 
story , 'Emily Brown and the Thing' by Creddida Cowell, which will inspire our own stories. In maths, Year 
2 are currently focusing on weight and measure, we will be moving onto fractions shortly. Year 1 are con-
tinuing to look at the number bonds and subtraction facts of numbers to 20. Reception are focusing on 
the number 9 and adding two groups together. We will continue to be working on our one to one count-
ing.  

Year 1 will receive some additional words in their book bags this week. Please could you spend some 
time each day sounding out and blending these words. This is in preparation for the statutory phonics 
screening which assesses whether your child can recognise and read the sounds taught in phonics. 
There will be a mixture of real words and 'alien' words.  Year 2 will continue to receive short Math's, 
Reading and spelling activities in preparations for the upcoming Year 2 Sats. Year 2 are familiar with the 
layout of the various papers and will not be surprised by their appearance.  

Thank you for your continued support at home. Please could Woodpeckers continue to read 5 or more 
times a week and have this recorded in the reading records. 



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

During the lead up to Easter we explored the life cycle of a baby chick. This involved cracking eggs looking at 
books, and exploring soft textures. One of the children shared pictures of their own baby chicks from home. We 
talked about being gentle and what they needed in order to grow. 

The children enjoyed exploring paint and making prints, this mainly involved painting themselves!  

We took part in the Easter Service with the school children, they sang songs and listened to the Easter story. 

On the last day of term, we joined in with an Easter fun day with the school, we made Easter Bonnets, played 
games and enjoyed a hot chocolate and an Easter biscuit.  

At Forest School we made pizzas and cooked them on the fire, they were delicious! The children made dens  
using natural materials, this involved lots of team work. We helped to dig the vegetable patches and planted       
sun flower seeds. Over the next half term, we will be caring for our gardens and helping our seeds to grow.    

The children have all have settled back very well after Easter; we have had lots of Easter Egg hunt role-play   
going on. 

The children have been playing together, developing and extending their role-play ideas through using available 
materials and resources, one of the favorites seems to be building speed boats. They have shown great          
curiosity in how they work and what sounds they make; the vocabulary we have observed from this has been 
lovely. 



Forest School: 

 

What a fabulous April in Forest School we have had! As a whole school we have tidied the vegetable and 

flower beds, planted out the strawberry plants kindly donated to us by Mrs Robbins and the sunflower 

seeds we planted are beginning to grow! 

The children have cut up the old Christmas trees ready for starting the camp fires with and fallen asleep 

while enjoying a mindfulness activity. We have also weeded the fire pit area, and planted some hedging. 

 

Part of forest school is about developing how we communicate with others, and the children enjoyed being 

blindfolded and guided around the field by a friend. The children soon realised that you need to speak to 

each other to keep on the right track, or you fall in the tyres!  

 

With our last session being just before the Easter holidays, an Easter egg hunt had to be done, but 

unknown to the children as they were looking for the hidden eggs, Miss Williams and Mrs Lockett were 

hiding even more eggs! Fun was had, and I’m sure they all enjoyed eating their eggs when they got home. 

 

The weather has been glorious for forest school, and with this in mind please could all children continue to 

wear trousers as we do have brambles and nettles on site. Welly’s or sturdy boots are preferred as the 

ground is a little damp in the mornings. (not trainers, sandals or ugg style boots) Sunhats and sun cream 

are also advised to prevent sunstroke and sunburn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


