
A message from  the Trust 

 

2021 

 

4th March—World Book Day 

8th March—Children return to school 

8th March—Science Week 

19th March—Red Nose Day 

22nd March—Poetry Day 

1st April— Easter Service—details to follow 

2nd April—Good Friday 

5th April—Easter Monday 

Oscar’s Bug House 

26th February 2021 

Our Values for this half-term:  Acceptance 

Photo of the Month 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I do hope you and your family managed to enjoy some time together over the 
half-term break. I appreciate that we couldn’t really go anywhere but at least the 
pressure of home schooling was relieved!  
 

With the publication of the Government’s roadmap we can now have hope for 
the future. Whilst this has been a very anxious time for many of us, there is a light 
and real hope for those things that we have all been missing. Time with families, 
opportunities to take a drive to the seaside or for a walk somewhere different. 
Holidays! I wonder if we will ever take those things for granted after a year of not 
having those very basic freedoms.  
 

It has been lovely to have as many as 40-50% of our children in our schools during 
this last lockdown but I can say that we are very excited about seeing all our chil-
dren on March 8th. We are currently ensuring that we are ready and making plans 
for the continued safety of your children and our staff when everyone returns. 
Whilst we all know that learning is very important, and of course we are planning 
to accelerate every child’s progress as we move forward, we also know that for 
our children being back together with their friends, taking part in physical activity, 
creative work and opportunities to be supported with their social, emotional and 
mental health will also be very important.  
 

I have just been reading a letter that has been written to share with children and 
young people and  I came across the following quote: 

 

You are the future and that future is not written. There are challenges but there 
always have been and always will be: we know we will get through this together. 
We have complete faith in you. We want you to know that; more than anything. 
Do not let us or anyone else tell you what you can or can’t be. We don’t know. We 
cannot imagine what you will achieve. But we are so excited to see and be a part 
of it. 
  
We hope to see you back in our school very soon. Whatever happens next, it will 
just be another step in your journey.” 
 

What perfect encouragement for our children, our staff, our parents and the wid-
er community to begin to write our unwritten future. 

 

We look forward to welcoming your children back to school on March 8 th. 

 
Best Wishes  
Sue Rogers  



Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our 

pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both 

physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our 

duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may 

phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we 

may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Ms Lindsay Gabriel 

Thank you for the contributions made to Lindsay’s retirement gift.  We shall keep you updated as to when 

we can invite her in to school and present her with this and say our goodbyes. 

 

 

        

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 100% 

KS2 - 100% 

Preschool -  100% 

Whole School100% 

House Points: 

We can’t wait to see who will win the Spring term challenge.  Will it be Water? I think there’s 

still a chance for the other houses to catch up! 

The scores are 

Air:  173 

Earth: 148 

Fire:  161 

Water: 213 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class 

 

We hope you have had a fantastic holiday—you definitely deserved it! 

Winsham Primary are at the top of the league for TTRS in the local area with Pixie taking 1st place, 

Miss Dobinson in 2nd and  Hollie taking 3rd!   TTRS has a new function of Jamming which allows the 

children to have an extra fun space  where they can choose the times tables that they want to 

speed up on.  However, the children won’t be able to access this until they have spent a specific 

amount of time on the tables that I have set! I wonder if anyone else can beat me and knock me 

down to 3rd! 

This half term in Maths, we will be learning about  Measurement, in particular money and length, 

with this developing into measuring perimeters and areas of shapes.  Year 6 are also developing 

their knowledge of decimals.   In writing, for the last week of remote learning, the focus is on short 

sharp bursts of writing using Masterclasses from famous authors.  We hope the children enjoy the 

ability to be creative and embrace the link with people who have actually written books! 

We continue to learn about the Stone Age to Iron Age period in History and  develop our 

knowledge of animals including humans in our Science lessons. In Music we are using our 

knowledge of rhythm and applying it to composing and performing with body percussion. Why 

not make up some funky rhythms at home using different parts of your body! 

We look forward to seeing all the children back in school  where we can reconnect and children 

can play.  Wellbeing will be as much a focus as our academic studies and we can’t wait.  

 

There are no photos of Heron Class as apparently they do not like celebrating or showing 

off their work in picture form.  This means that I will take a few extra when they all come 

back to school! 

 

 
School Disco 

 

What a superb way to end the half –term with an online Zoom Disco.  We were seriously 

impressed with your moves and the ability to twirl many times on the spot in one room! 

 

 

 



Woodpecker Class: 

 
Welcome back Woodpeckers after a well-deserved half –term break! The sun seems  to shine brighter, the days are longer and 
we will soon all be back together in school. Thank you to you all for your continued hard work, your uplifting smiles and your 
positivity!  

This half-term we will be continuing to look at how materials can be changed in Science. The first week back is Science Week 
and we will be performing experiments to test out a range of materials and embracing the pure wonder that accompanies 
Science. 

In Literacy, our story focus will be The Tin Forest; this is available to listen  to on the Story Time area of Google Classroom. We 
will be looking at the setting and descriptions of the story and use this to inspire our own writing. 

In Maths, Year One and Two will be looking at handling data; we will be looking at block diagrams, tally charts and pictograms. 
Reception will be focusing on number bonds to 20 and counting the totals in two groups. 

It has been wonderful to see so many homemade sketchbooks being used to store doodles and sketches. The idea behind 
these books is to really allow the creativity to flow, without the need of the pictures being perfect. We plan to use our 
homemade sketchbooks in school on a regular basis, please could these be stored in book bags so they can be transported for 
use at school and at home.  

Well done for keeping up with the excellent reading at home! It is so lovely to be handing out so many reading certificates!  

 

 



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

 

February seems to have flown bye so quickly! We have had a fabulous time at Pre-school where we 
have welcomed new children who have settled in very well.  Everyone has enjoyed their arrival and the 
fun it brings when making new friends.  

This month the children have enjoyed the outdoors where they have been exploring the school field, 
helping to clear sticks from the willow dome and compare the different sizes of sticks. They have also 
climbed tree stumps and explored mini beasts under logs and rocks.  

We have been exploring marks that we can make using cars and animals in paint. The children enjoyed 
exploring their movements and the marks they could create. The children explored ice and snow 
flakes under a magnifying glass, they talked about the shapes and patterns that they could see. Some 
children sent photos of themselves exploring the snow and ice at home. 

We have read The Very Hungry Caterpillar and built a display based on the story. The children have 
made salt dough insects based on the story and decorated them. We have looked at matching the ani-
mals within their habitats and talked about what we need to do to care for them.  

The Gingerbread Man has been singing ‘Old Mc Donald’ which led the children to look at farm animals 
and the noises they make. We also looked at what the baby animals were called and what the animals 
eat. Children told us about the animals they have at home and sent pictures of them taking care of 
them.  

We celebrated Chinese New Year and had a boogie to some Chinese music.  

We had The Gruffalo story acted out using puppets and props this was a big hit with the children, I 
think it is one of our favourites! 

Finally, whilst Pre-school is still up and running, it feels that the end is in sight and that we can soon 
return to our normal routines.  On the 8th March, we will return to our normal Pre– School sessions, 
whilst continuing with our increased safety measures. We are all very much looking forward to wel-
coming you all back and hearing all about your lockdown adventures.  

Thank you for all your support and co-operation, 

Sarah, Amy and Maureen. 

 

 

 

 



Outdoor Learning: 

We had some amazing bug hotels created by our KS2 children that were all very unique. I bet 

there will be some very cosy bugs living inside those!  

For Remote Learning, Woodpecker Class have enjoyed puddle jumping, following a stick trail 

and making some wild art. We also set at the beginning of January an ice decoration activity 

but we didn’t have any weather cold enough. Well done to those who remembered and carried 

out the activity when the ice finally hit! The results were stunning! 

Heron Class have been busy mapping and creating journey sticks. They have built bug hotels 

and animal hideouts; we have also seen some fabulous wild art creations.  

We have enjoyed seeing all the photos of the fun that you had in the snow and the snow and 

many of you built a snowman!  

When we return to school our Outdoor Learning sessions will be focussing on building on those 

skills the children have missed, particularly promoting social skills through team building activities 

and, developing self-esteem and self- confidence. We will also be focusing on developing 

creative and imaginative skills as well as the ability to identify and manage risks and to develop 

problem solving strategies.   

The weather is getting warmer and we can’t wait to spend more time on our wonderful school 

field.  In fact, we will have some serious planting to do.  The National Woodland Trust are gifting a 

further 120 saplings which can infill the gaps in the hedges that were planted last year and help 

create a new Orchard.  

See the end of the Newsletter for the Forest School timetable.  

 

 



 

 

 

Art Competition—Life on a Cloud 

 

We have received some fantastic entries from children and adults and these will be 

chosen very soon.  Watch this space for the winners to be announced !  

  

Science at  Home: 

Looking for more science to do at home.  Check out this website 

where you will find lots of ideas.  

https://www.rigb.org/families/experimental/how-to-do-

science-at-home 

 

 

World Book Day 

 

Thursday 4th March we will be celebrating World Book Day as normal.  This year we will 

have a theme of Bedtime Stories and encourage children to dress up as their favourite 

character or simply wear your pyjamas ready for  lot’s of Bedtime story activities.  

 

I wonder what is your favourite bedtime story? 

 

£1 vouchers have been delivered to 

school from National Book Tokens.  

Please collect from the office  from 

next Tuesday , Wednesday or 

Thursday or contact the office to 

arrange delivery of your voucher.  

 

Clubs:  

Clubs will not commence until after 

the Easter Holidays however this is still 

subject to COVID restrictions.  



Forest School Dates: 

Ethan says Farewell 

It is with great sadness that Ethan will be leaving us on the 22nd March.  Howev-

er we wish him and his family all the very best in their new home in Ireland.  We 

hope Ethan will keep in touch and have no doubt he will make many new 

friends at his new school.  What an adventure!  We would like to thank Mr and 

Mrs Bell for the support for the school and their role in the community.  You will 

be sadly missed.  

Hot Lunches— 

Local Food Links will restart their deliveries on the 8th March.  All of Keys Stage 1 and children entitled to a Government fund-

ed meal,  will be ordered on your behalf for the first day back.  However please log in and make your choices using your per-

sonal accounts with Local Food Links.  Should you need reminding of your account details then email the office.  

 

Should KS2 children wish to purchase a hot meal then normal procedures apply.  




