
A message from Lindsay Gabriel   

It has been a very busy month and half term is already upon us. The hall is 

having its finishing touches and will be finished this week. We are awaiting the 

arrival of new library furniture, we cannot wait to show off the transformation 

and to see it being used by our wonderful children. I am pleased to inform 

you that a part-time Assistant Head of School has been appointed for 

Winsham, Ashill and Hatch Beauchamp Schools. 

Mrs Joanne Crocker, lead teacher at Ashill Primary School, was successful at 

interview. Mrs Crocker is an experienced teacher and understands the rewards and 

challenges of working in small schools. She is passionate about working with each school 

community and is committed to providing the best education possible for all of the children 

in The Redstart Learning Partnership. Mrs Crocker will continue with her teaching 

commitment at Ashill and work across the small schools one day per week focusing on 

strengthening the quality of teaching and learning. 

The children have all been extremely busy, Heron class held an assembly on Ancient Egypt, 

their attention to detail was superb and all their hard work researching facts, hieroglyphics 

and enthusiasm for the topic clearly shone through. Heron class will be visiting the 

Tutankhamun Exhibition in November, Keira was a marvellous Cleopatra. Woodpeckers with 

Pre-school have been busy on the school field making insect and hedgehog houses, the 

children have also been making plans for the school field in the spring time, what they 

would like to plant and where, how to attract more wild life and insects and how to make 

the environment better for them. It is lovely to hear their suggestions and ideas and they all 

work so positively together. 

Well done to everyone on their efforts with “wear it pink day”. The children made a super 

effort. Well done and thank you to key stage 2 who provided cakes and to those who 

helped sell them-a total of £66.50 was raised for Cancer research. 

Thank you to the PFA who arranged our Halloween disco, the children and staff had a 

wonderful time and particularly enjoyed the fog machine. If you are going Trick or Treating 

next week please have fun but also, please stay safe.   

A final thank you for your continued support. We had 100% attendance at our Parents’ 

evening and we hope you found it useful. I look forward to seeing you all after half tem on 

Monday 4th November.  

Ms Lindsay Gabriel , Headteacher 

News From the Trust 

As we approach the end of the first term, all of our schools continue to collaborate and 

develop their new approach to the curriculum. This was highlighted last week at our 

evening ‘Teach Meet’ where all schools shared what was working well and future priorities. It 

was evident that all of our teachers are committed to developing a curriculum that 

encourages children to be innovative and think creatively to problem solve. This is one of 

the reasons why we are launching a Design Challenge; an opportunity for children to 

demonstrate their ability to innovate and think creatively in a fun way. We are challenging 

the children to re-use a toilet roll tube to make something useful! More information can be 

found in this newsletter and we look forward to celebrating and sharing with you the 

children’s design achievements. 

Many thanks and I wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing half term.  

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 Monday 4th November - return to school. 

 Tuesday 5th November-School Photographs. 

 Monday 11th November-Anti Bullying week. 

 Monday 11th November-PFA meeting in school 
at 9 am. 

 Friday 15th November-Children in Need day-
letter to follow. 

 Thursday 21st November-Non school uniform 
day in return for Bingo donations. 

 Thursday 28th November-Inter Faith Day 

Dancing at the Disco 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Our Values for this week: Respect 

 



Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is 

paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead is Lindsay Gabriel. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Woodpecker Class 

Wow! What a wonderful half term Woodpeckers have had. We have learnt all about adjectives and alliteration and 

how we can use these to make our writing really exciting. We have written our own versions of the enormous turnip 

and have spent time exploring a variety of sentence structures. In maths we have been partitioning and 

understanding how many tens and ones are in a given number and we have learnt to count in tens. We have been 

busy looking at the change in seasons, in particular summer turning into autumn. During our Outdoor Learning, we 

have been identifying every green and deciduous plants to see which ones have changed colour as we have moved 

through the season. We have collected lots of natural materials to create artwork and we have made  hedgehog 

houses out of sticks and fallen leaves. We dug a hole in the soft ground, built a foundation wall using the discarded 

mud and stuck sticks into the earth to create a tepee shape. We then twisted leaves between the sticks to create a 

shelter for the homes. Woodpeckers have really embraced the new reading logs and it is wonderful to hear the 

progress of our reading. Thank you for your continued support with reading, homework and IXL at home. Have a 

wonderful break and we look forward to welcoming you all back after half term.  

Attendance Breakdown 

KS1 - 96.71% 

KS2 - 98.68% 

Preschool - 100% 

Whole School - 97.79% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class 

Thank you for your attendance at Parents’ Evening.  It was wonderful to share the fantastic progress that each child is 

making. Just a reminder that home support with times tables and spelling is always appreciated. 

 

In Maths we have been looking at addition and subtraction.  We have been exploring the different process of adding 

and subtracting - using number bonds, bridging and compensating with mental addition and subtraction, leading on 

to formal written methods. The key focus is deepening their understanding of the concept rather than simply following 

a method. The children have also been introduced to the ‘Matchstick’ game - see if your child can teach you the 

rules and strategies for winning! 

 

In Literacy we have looked at report writing and in particular writing non chronological reports.  The children have 

been full of creative ideas, particularly when creating their own dragons to write about.  We have focused on using 

generalisers and comparative language and how this supports the reader’s understanding. 

 

Our Outdoor Learning days have continued to be a huge success.  Heron class have demonstrated some excellent 

team work skills throughout various games and have shown a deep curiosity about nature and the seasonal 

changes.  They certainly enjoyed making their Bug Hotels by up-cycling some old plastic bottles that were stored in the 

field and of course when the puddles are about and we have wellies on... ! 

 

Thank you for your attendance at the parent drop in session and with the class assembly.  The children have loved 

sharing their work with you. 

 

Have a wonderful half term break and we look forward to seeing you in November!  

 

Pre-school 

What a fabulous end to our half term. Our new starters and Mrs Amy Hawkins have settled well into Pre-School life and 

are continuing to build new relationships with everybody in the setting. We have had an exciting half term attending 

the harvest festival with our scarecrows and joining in with the songs, visiting the village shop to buy our cheese for 

snack, seeing the cars in the garage, which was up really high and talking about how it got there, we even joined in 

wishing Ivy in Davies Close a happy 100th birthday. Some of the children have been enjoying exploring different types 

of musical instruments from pianos and guitars, to drums and bells, listening to what they sound like. We went on a 

welly walk to harvest some of the apples from the school field, when we came back to Pre-School we enjoyed 

chopping the apples up with our safety knifes and adding other ingredients  to make apple crumble for snack time. 

They were really yummy! We have also been looking at Halloween, making spiders by threading pipe cleaners into 

holes and painting them, building our hand muscles by pushing pins into a pumpkin and scooping out the inside of the 

pumpkin with spoons and tweezers. We have also decorated cats and pumpkins with tissue paper.  All the children 

that are in on a Friday have thoroughly enjoyed doing outside learning with Woodpeckers, even if it has been raining!  

We have enjoyed hot chocolate and digging holes, then finding sticks and leaves to build hedgehog houses – we 

hope some hedgehogs have found them and are keeping warm. We have also explored the different natural 

environment around the field, from the hedges and trees to the willow den area. Please could you ensure your child 

has a waterproof coat, and if possible trousers in their bag along with some spare clothes, as we play outside as much 

as we can throughout the day. 

We hope you have a lovely half-term holiday and look forward to seeing you in November. 




