
A message from  the Trust 

The Redstart Learning Partnership are delighted to introduce their two 

new Trustees.  

Firstly, Alexandra Myers.  Alexandra is currently 

a second year trainee solicitor for a national law 

firm, one of her seats focused on 

Education.   Alexandra graduated from the 

University of St Andrews in 2018 with a degree in 

History, and went on to complete the Graduate 

Diploma in Law and the Legal Professional 

Course, gaining a Masters in Law, Business and 

Management.  Whilst at University, Alexandra volunteered as a 

teacher in the dance society, teaching General Contemporary and 

then Advanced Lyrical. She is an active person who enjoys being 

outdoors and loves playing golf.  As part of her Trustee 

responsibilities Alexandra has taken on the Foundation 

Representative role and will strive to ensure that the morals faith 

teaches us are held at the core of what we do.  

  

Secondly, Tom Deakin.  Tom is an experienced 

digital consultant and marketer with a 

demonstrated history of working across sectors as 

wide as retail, media, higher education and not-for

-profit. Tom is strong at building relationships, 

stakeholder management and solving complex 

problems across digital platforms and has both 

strategic and commercial experience.  He has a first in Economics 

and Politics (BSc) from the University of Exeter.  Over the last few 

years Tom has also been highly involved with various political 

campaigns at local and national level. Some of you may recognise 

him from his campaigning and attendance at community events.  

 

As a Trust we are delighted to have them both on our Board of 

Trustees and we are sure they will be pivotal in supporting the 

strategic direction of the Trust.  

  

 

16th—30th January 2022– Big Schools Garden 
Watch 

28th—4th February 2022—National Storytelling 
week. 

Thursday 3rd February 2022—Woodpecker Class 
Assembly 9.15am 

Friday 4th February 2022—NSPCC Number Day 

Monday 7th February 2022—Safer Internet Day 

Thursday 10th February 2022– Wellbeing Focus Day 

Tuesday 15th February 2022—Parents Evening 
2pm—6pm (YR, KS1 & KS2) 

Monday 21st February 2022—Half Term  

Monday 28th February 2022—Return to Sschool 

 

Exploring patterns in the Ice 

21st January 2022 

Photo of the Month 



A message from the School 

A warm welcome to the Spring Term.   

Many conversations have been had this week with the children who expressed their confusion as to 

why it is called the Spring Term when it is still Winter and the Frost still greets us in the morning. We all 

came to the conclusion that despite learning when our seasons are (Winter being December—

February and Spring being March to May) it is still cold outside!  The children have been doing a lot 

of talking that has stemmed from curiosity.  Why can I see my breath? And why does the ice have 

patterns? Plus many more questions.  Sometimes we learn through being told things but we learn far 

better and remember much more if we are encouraged to find answers for ourselves or make links 

to our previous learning. Both Woodpecker class and Heron Class have been introduced to Meta-

cognition (or Learning to Learn -a more child friendly title).  If children understand how they learn 

then they may be more aware and provide greater strategies for when they are troubled or lack 

courage in their learning. This same approach can be used at home to discover new concepts. 

This week we were very fortunate to have Theatre in Education join us.  They performed a tale 

around internet safety and the children learnt that they must Stop, Block and report when faced with 

dangerous or unsettling situations.  Set in the future, the actors were sucked into a laptop and had to 

deal with real life situations such as spamming, catfishing and how to deal with unknown people or 

characters!  After the children played some games and short activities to support their learning.  

Ask your child to show you the Stop, Block and report actions.  

 

 

 

 

Monday 31st January sees the start of National Story Telling Week.  

We set a new competition to all our pupils (and Parents!) to write their own story.  This may be a short 

story or a chapter book.  Entries will be separated by EYFS and Yr R, Year 1 and 2, Year 3 and 4, Year 

5 and 6.  All stories to be entered by Monday 7th February. Winners will receive a £10 book voucher.  

Remember to keep the characters, setting and plot simple but interesting. You could even design 

the front cover and illustrate your pages.  

EYFS and Reception children may wish to dress up and be recorded whilst telling their story! - Send 

the videos to winsham@redstartpartnership.co.uk 

 

Best wishes 

Sarah Dobinson 

Acting Head of School 

 



 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure 

that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to 

develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance 

to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is 

Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or 

you may phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child 

safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so 

that we may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

Tuesday 25th January -  

 

The School are committed to an evening session of CPD.  Unfortunately this means that Computer 

club and Music Club will be cancelled.  Thursday Sport's club will still continue as normal.  

 

        

 

 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 99.14% 

KS2 - 96.63% 

Preschool - 95.29% 

 

 

 

Whole School 97.07% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class: 

Heron Class has started the year with a writing unit based around the Twelfth Night written by William 

Shakespeare. The children have looked at the language of the great playwright and the complicated 

relationships that the characters had in the story. The children will be using their writing skills to write their 

own additional scene within the play.  

In Maths, the children have been revising and learning new multiplication tables with their related division 

facts. We have introduced lots of new games to support the children’s learning.  See if your child can teach 

you one of these games and become a champion yourself.  

Our Geography focus this term is Farm to Fork.  We have started the unit by looking at where our food 

comes from and the Food miles that Britain's non seasonal produce has. The children were incredibly 

surprised to see that many fruits that are bought in our Supermarkets aren’t necessarily from the closest 

countries either! 

Due to timetable changes, PE lessons will be on a Monday (Not Forest SChool Day) and Thursday 

afternoons. The children will be doing gymnastics in the hall but children should be prepared to start the 

lesson outside.  Both indoor and outdoor PE clothing is essential.  We are also completing the Golden Mile 

on most days so please make sure the children have supporting school shows or trainers to change in to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodpecker Class: 

Welcome back after the Christmas break! The sky is blue and the ground is frosty. Reception have spent some time outside 
exploring the change in weather, and even left water outside overnight to see what would happen!  

In Literacy this half term we have been reading the story of Alba the Hundred Hear Old Fish. This story tells us about the 
importance of keeping our beaches and oceans clean. We have a tight focus on our writing skills. In particular we are making 
sure that we form our letters correctly and lead in from the line as this will then help up to join our letters later on. We are 
making sure to include finger spaces, and read back through our writing to edit and make improvements.  

In Maths, Year 1 have been counting back using a number line, and Year 2 have been subtracting two digit numbers and looking 
at the number bond to 100. In Geography we have been learning about the continents and oceans of the world. This has linked 
in with our History where we have been learning about explorers. In Art, we have been exploring the art painted by Monet. We 
have been creating our own art in the style of this artist and we will be continuing to explore different materials, techniques and 
patterns over the coming weeks.  

Thank you for your continued support with reading five times a week. Please could this reading continue to be written in the 
reading record so Woodpeckers can receive their reading certificates.  

 

 

 

 



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

 
We have a very busy few weeks back after our Christmas break. The children all seem very happy to be back and 
excited to share their Christmas experiences with us.  
 
We have been reading the story Super worm by Julia Donaldson. The children have made their own worms using clay 
which has encouraged fine motor skill development -  essential skills for early writing.  We have also been on bug 
hunts looking for worms for our wormery. The children have enjoyed exploring numbers to measure worms and other 
objects. We have made comparisons of different lengths of paper worms and lengths of cooked spaghetti. The chil-
dren used scissors to cut different lengths to measure.  
 
We have explored different textures and materials on mirrors, some of the children are beginning to write their own 
names.  
 
We have celebrated lots of birthdays throughout January which has been very exciting. There has been lots of singing 
and dancing to show our celebration. 
 
We have enjoyed frosty walks to the field to explore and discover the seasonal changes. On route we found lots of 
muddy puddles to jump in!  
 
During the beginning of February, it is National Story telling Week.  The Pre-School and School are holding a competi-
tion to see who can create their own stories to tell.—See age 2 for more information.  



Forest School: 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed being out in the fresh air and getting rather muddy so far 

this term.  

We have learnt why it was important for us to look after the trees in the field by laying new 

hedges, pruning the willow and being careful not to damage the new shoots of branches on the 

trees. We have all made friendship bracelets too!  

Woodpeckers have looked at how their balance supports them while walking around the 

slippery logs, trying not to fall whilst some of Herons have enjoyed making wooden structures with 

the bigger sticks and testing out how well they stay in position.  

Please remember with the cold weather to provide layers for your children, wellies and 

waterproofs are essential.   

The phrase, ‘There is no such thing as bad weather, only Bad clothing’ really does ring true when 

dressing for Forest School.  A spare pair of socks or dry trousers can make all the difference to 

your child’s enjoyment and learning experiences of their day.  

 

Forest School dates for Spring term  

Woodpeckers 24th January       Herons 31st January 

Woodpeckers 7th February        Herons 14th February 

Woodpeckers 28th February      Herons 7th March  

Woodpeckers 14th March         Herons 21st March  

Woodpeckers 28th March         Herons 4th April  

 

 



 

World Book Day Lunch Menu: Thursday 3rd March 2022 

Reception,KS1 and Free School Meal pupils these meals are free as they are  

Government funded 

KS2  and Pre-School pupils all meals are £2.38 and can be ordered through the 

Parent mail website/app. 

Please ensure you order your child’s lunches a week in advanced. 


