
A message from the Trust: 

 

 

We share with all of you the sense of frustration, anxiety and uncertainty 
that we are experiencing as a nation in these strange times.  

We are enormously proud of all of you, every single person who works 
tirelessly in whatever role to support our fabulous children. That is what 
they are every single one of them: fabulous. 

They are like us living in uncertain times and not at all sure what the next 
week will bring. We are so lucky. We have the talent, the knowledge, the 
skills, the energy and the enthusiasm to enable our children to experience 
the most amazing learning in our classrooms every day.  We give them a 
chance every day to forget, even temporarily, what is happening out there, 
and to be transported, via their learning to a much more exciting place.  

Together with an amazing team of central staff, lunchtime staff, before and 
after school staff, caretakers, cleaners, and office staff and everyone else 
who keeps our schools running seamlessly, that would not be possible.  

We have an awesome team and it is so easy to forget just how lucky we 
are. So we offer you a poem. A moment of reflection in these unusual days. 
Please remember ' you are the light'. Shine brightly. 

Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world 
All things break 
And all things can be mended. 
Not with time, as they say,  
But with invention. So go 
Love intentionally 
extravagantly 
unconditionally 
The broken world waits in darkness 
For the light that is you 
 
L K Knost 

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 Thursday 26th November—Wellbeing 
Day 

 Friday 27th November—Inset Day 

 Friday 4th December— Home packs 
sent for School Christmas decorations 

 Friday 11th December—Save the Chil-
dren Christmas Jumper Day 

 21st December—Christmas Holiday 

Listening to the Last Post on  

Remembrance Day 

20th November 2020 

Our Values for this half-term:  Respect 

Photo of the Month 

 
Suzanne Flack - CEO, Sue Rogers - DCEO & Simon Billington - Chair of Trustees 



 
 

A message from Ms Gabriel 

 

It has been another busy month in School and the highlight for me has to be how moving it was during 
our Remembrance day 2 minutes silence. The children were respectful and whilst we were note able to 
visit and decorate the church, the children  created beautiful poppy wreaths and war poems which have 
been displayed in our school hall.  A huge thank you to  Mrs Bulgin for playing the Last Post  for us and 
opening the back door so that other’s could listen in the village too. 

We have also just held some activities in aid of Children In Need, which the children have thorough-
ly enjoyed taking part in. Well done on the money raised! 

This week we held our first Teaching & Learning Committee Meeting as a small Schools Hub. Our mem-
bers have been able to introduce themselves and we feel sure they will work hard to scrutinise the plans 
we propose to develop our school and help us forge better relationships with our local community as well 
as review the different policies we put in place. If you would like to join this committee then please speak 
to the office.   

Although the plans for Christmas this year in school will be slightly different we are pleased to announce 
that THE SHOW WILL GO ON! and all being well we have organised to have a real live pantomime, online, 
in school, for the children, in the last week of Term.   

 I would like to thank Mrs Faull for the hard work and dedication that she has given to our Pre-School over 
this last year.  We are extremely pleased in her success at gaining a post at Strode College in the Teaching 
and Learning faculty but we and the children will miss her Good Luck!  We have successfully appointed a 
replacement with an experienced Pre School teacher—Maureen Lockett  who will start on Tuesday 24th 
November. 

Finally, everyone who is a part of the school would like to thank the family and friends of Barbara Joan 
Mary Childs.  It is with sadness that Barbara (Aged 90) who attended Winsham Primary School has passed.  
We received £510 gifted to us through the donations in her memory.  This is a super contribution to our 
small school.  We have decided to use the money for a reflection point by the school pond that is soon to 
be given some TLC.  We hope that there will be a continuing memory of her in the village and school . 

Don't forget next Friday 27th is an INSET day. 

 

 



Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We 

want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest 

Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding leads (DDSL) Nadine Luesley and Lindsay Gabriel.  

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone Somerset Direct on 

0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update our records. It is 

imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Christmas Dates:  

 Covid certainly keeps us from being able to invite you into school so we will alter our plans and 

do the best that we can. We expect that any Christmas carols and family services will be held by 

zoom and the Christmas Nativity will be filmed and uploaded to your child’s Google Classroom 

account. All details will be sent in further letters.  

 

We enjoyed inviting our Parents and Carers in last year to decorate our Christmas tree and hall, 

so much that we wanted to do it again this year.  Alas, our plans have had to change.  We miss 

inviting our community into our school so instead we are going to send some part of school to 

your home.  On the 4th December, we shall send home an arts and crafts pack for you and your 

family.  This will contain instructions, contents and pictures on how to make a Christmas 

decoration.  Your child can then hang this on school Christmas tree.  We hope this will help the 

children feel a little bit of home and school coming together as one.  

 

Houses: 

Manners, attitude towards learning and team work have all been shown since returning from our 

half-term break.  Well—done everyone.  

This Half-Term leaves the scores as 

Air:  273 

Earth:  304 

Fire:  341 

Water: 331 

       Come on Air!!! 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 100% 

KS2 - 97.74 % 

Preschool -  100% 

Whole School—98.82%   

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class 

Heron Class have been superb this month—so much so that they have collected all the marbles 

in the jar.  As a class reward for all their fantastic attendance, team work and display of values 

the children will be rewarded with a treat of their choice.  They have voted for a film.  

 

In Literacy we have been reading and writing non-fiction texts.  In particular we have looked at 

Non Chronological reports.  The children created their own dragons to write about.  We had 

Christmas dragons to Skate-Boarding Dragons.  We shall send a copy of the final versions home 

for you to read. Next, we will be looking at poetry.  

 

In Maths, the children have been mastering their times tables.  Year 3 children have been 

focusing on  the multiples of 3, 4 and 8 whilst Year 4 have been focusing on the multiples of 

6,7,9,11 and 12!  Year 5 and 6 have been speeding their fluency on all their multiplication facts 

for easier computation with long multiplication.  

 

Science lesson have continued to explore electricity and circuits.  The children explored the 

difference of multiple batteries in a circuit or multiple light bulbs.  The children are excited that 

their knowledge of circuits will link with their Design Technology project of making a model 

Anderson Shelter with a working Lightbulb.  

 

Thank you so much to all Parents, Carers and children for the enthusiasm towards our Evacuation 

Day.  The day was a really special day for the children and they embraced every part of it.  The 

children arrived at the railway station, created their own name tags, packed a suitcase, were 

dropped off and chosen by strangers and wrote letters home.  They also played War time 

games, made a gas mask and immersed themselves in war time music.  

 

 



Woodpecker Class: 

We have been working incredibly hard in Woodpecker class writing stories, learning songs for the play and getting 
into character! Christmas is fast approaching and the children are very much looking forward to the festivities. I’m 
sure we may have a small amount of glitter floating about here and there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In literacy we have been looking at Harry and his Bucket Full of Dinosaurs. We have all created our own dinosaurs 
and given them a great-a-saurus name! Reception have been working really hard writing their names and sound-
ing out and writing short words. They have also enjoyed acting out stories from memory within their continuous 
provision. Year 1 have been focusing on writing a sentence using capital letters, adjectives, full stops and finger 
spaces and Year 2 have been working hard to include the power of three in their sentences. 

It has been wonderful to see so many Woodpeckers achieve their 25 and 50 night reading certificates! A huge 
thank you for your continued support at home with reading, it is lovely to see how many children enjoy reading 
and want to read to the whole class! 

In Maths, Year 1 and 2 have been using the column method for adding and subtracting. Year 2 have challenged 
themselves with their times tables, we are confident with the 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and will now be focusing on learn-
ing our 3 times tables. We have been using a range of techniques to learn these, including some very catching 

We are continuing to find out about Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II  in topic, this will be an ongoing fo-
cus over the coming weeks. We have started to learn our lines for the upcoming Christmas Nativity. We are 
very much looking forward to the play coming together and sharing this with you through google classroom.  



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

We have had a very busy month at Pre –school, we have explored fireworks and created our own firework picture, 

made sounds and used the ribbons to create firework movements.  

We remembered all the brave soldiers and animals from the war and visited the monument within our village and 

made poppies.  

Throughout this month we have enjoyed many stories, the children showed a particular interest in Stick Man, we col-

lected sticks and made our own Stick creations. The children have been repeating familiar phrases from the story and 

have enjoyed acting it out. It also encouraged them to notice and talk about the feelings and emotions of Stick Man.  

We have also explored Jack and the Bean Stalk, the children helped to make the bean stalk and we have acted out 

the story using puppets and real beans. The children have shown curiosity in growth of the seeds. We noticed that 

our seeds had sprouted roots and we were able to link this to the bean stalk in our story.  

The weather has been colder this month and we discovered some ice in our water tray, the children explored this and 

were able to comment on how it felt and the texture of it. We have also managed to find lots of puddles to jump in.  



Outdoor Learning: 

As part of our Forest School Leadership training, Miss Hilton and I have been learning to teach skills such 
as using tools, building shelters, tying knots and lighting fires. This has enabled our sessions to open up 
new challenges and skills within the children’s learning and development in the outdoors.   

The children have been learning lots of new skills.  They have used knives to whittle their sticks to hold 
their marshmallow’s ready for toasting.  We lit the fire and used the Kelly kettle to enjoy a hot chocolate 
around the fire. 

The younger children have explored the story Room on Broom and made wands using creative ways to fix 
their creations together. Whilst the older children have made fat balls for the birds and hung them 
around the field. 

They have been climbing tree’s, building shelters, making mud pies and making creations using natural 
objects. 

The children are developing holistically and are already showing growth in their level self-confidence and 
self- esteem.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Well done on some super fund raising for well deserved charities.  

Children in Need:  Total Raised—£39.35   

Poppy Appeal:  Total raised—£48.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winsham Interfaith Day: 

We celebrated diversity with  a look into the different celebrations of people of the Muslim , 

Hindu and Christian Faith.   The children researched and became creative with decorations, 

foods eaten, dances and hand art.  

 

 

 

Odd sock Day—Anti Bullying Awareness Week 

How super you all were with your odd socks to  

show that being different is a celebration!   

We hope that by raising awareness, bullying can  

be stamped out! 

 

UPCOMING Winsham Wellbeing Day: 

Our value this half term is based on Respect.  The children have been very good at identifying respect for 

other people and the physical things around thenm and for the natural world.  What has become evident 

is that the children don’t instinctively talk about respecting themselves..   Each child in school has drawn a 

self portrait with a shining light to show that each and everyone person is special and loved.    This has 

been followed looking at four main elements of how to respect ourselves—sleep, exercise, relax and 

healthy eating.  

On Thursday 26th November we are going to hold a wellbeing day with the children to enhance their 

learning and deepen their understanding.  We invite the children to bring in their slippers or slipper socks 

and a warm cosy jumper/cardigan that they feel relaxed in.  We will then plan to look at these four 

elements throughout the day! 



Celebration Assembly photos: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






