
A message from Lindsay Gabriel   

 

It is so exciting, that this is our first newsletter as part of The Redstart Learning 

Partnership Trust. Already the school is going from strength to strength. 

The children have settled beautifully and have been eager to work hard in 

class, they are already producing some brilliant pieces of homework. Despite 

the ongoing building work, New School Counsel members were elected after some 

convincing hustings and House Ambassadors have been chosen to represent the houses for 

the rest of the school.  Congratulations to all who were given such responsibility.  

The building work has been delayed by a week due to the academy conversion, but I am 

sure you will agree it has been well worth the wait and the transformation is already visible 

and we thank you and the children immensely for bearing with us whilst the work is being 

completed. 

We welcome Mrs Amy Hawkins to our Pre-school as Deputy Supervisor currently working 

along side Miss Kay Hilton. We would also like to welcome Miss Amy Cox who will be taking 

on the role of Supervisor after Half Term. There will be opportunities to meet with Miss Cox 

before her transition takes place and a letter will be sent home nearer the time.  Mr Mike 

Collins in addition has taken on the roll of caretaker at Winsham, who works across the trust. 

The children have all shown such enthusiasm for the new school ties and they do look very 

smart indeed.  Key Stage 2 have been practising hard to master the art of knot tying but it 

seems to be a struggle for the Key Stage 1 class, particularly after PE.  We are therefore 

offering a clip on version of the tie (for KS1 only) to help.  Please bring the original tie in a 

clean state to the office where this will be exchanged for you.  

It has been a pleasure to hear the wonderful stories of blackberry and apple picking that 

the children have been able to do on our own school field.  The children have been telling 

me wonderful tales of their first ‘Outdoor Education’ days.  I am so pleased that the children 

have been able to spend the beginning of the year with such opportunity. 

Thank you for all those parents who attended our Curriculum talk last week.  The home to at 

winsham school relationship is such an important one and we value the time you put into 

your children’s education.  We have started to use the text message service and email 

system to ensure communication is clear.  Please check your junk/spam mailbox just in case! 

School jumpers can be bought from Barrons in Chard and we thank Mr Barron for all his help 

in setting this up for us. We feel this will be much easier for parents to purchase school 

jumpers and pleased we will be supporting a local business. 

We shall be inviting you all to an opening very soon! 

Well done to the winners of the Winsham Horticultural Society competition.  The children 

entered before the Summer Holidays with some beautiful handwriting.  Well done to, Nieve, 

Isla, Skye, Toby, Liam and Ethan.  

Finally, what a lot of readers you are – £330.00 was spent at the book fair.  Some of this 

money is given back to the school to spend on books.  So thank you all for continuing to 

support our wonderful school. 

Yours sincerely  Ms Lindsay Gabriel, Headteacher 

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 30th September - Holyrood Roadshow  at 
Winsham Primary School 5.30pm-6.30pm 

 4th October– Harvest festival 9.30am St Ste-
phens Church Winsham 

 9th October -  Informal drop in session 2.30pm 

 9th October –Holyrood open evening 

 11th October - Heron Class Assembly 

 15th October –Holyrood open morning 

 17th October –Holyrood open morning 

 18th October –”Wear it pink day” 

We really enjoyed celebrating European 

Languages Day! 

27th September 2019 



Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is 

paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Lindsay Gabriel and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead is Dale Burr. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Our Values for the term 

Respect 

 

 

Woodpecker Class 

Welcome back after a well deserved summer holiday! Woodpeckers have settled back into the swing of school 

superbly. We have enjoyed our first Outdoor Learning Day making George’s Marvellous Medicine inspired potions, and 

took part in lots of fun games. Our story in Literacy this half term is The Enormous Turnip. We have had lots of fun 

learning the story and the actions. We will be taking inspiration to write our own stories. In Maths we will be focusing on 

addition and subtraction. We have began with using number lines to count and using cubes and Numicon to help us 

count. In Topic we are looking at seasonal changes and how this impacts upon Harvest. We will be looking at which 

seasons are best for fruits and vegetables to grow. A big well done to Madison who has read every night since our new 

reading records have gone home. Also Well done to all the children who are reading five times a week. Thank you all 

for your continued support with this at home.  

Attendance Breakdown:  

KS1 Woodpeckers - 95.95% 

KS2 - Heron –98.83% 

Preschool - 100% 

Whole School - 97.62% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class 

Change is not always easy, particularly with a new classroom, a new teacher and following different routines, but the 

Year 3 children have done really rather well.  Year 4,5 and 6 have also adapted well to their new learning environment 

but we are looking forward to having additional space where we will have the opportunity to work in smaller groups 

and extend our learning further. In literacy, the children have been learning the text of Hansel and Gretal.  We have 

looked at different versions of the story and even read one from the Witches point of view. The children will now focus 

on writing their own Defeat the Monster Story with a focus on settings.  In Maths the focus has been on place 

value.  Understanding the value of each digit really supports their overall knowledge of number, particularly when the 

children reach Year 6 and deal with numbers up to 10 million.  We have also focused on times tables and, in particular, 

spotting patterns. Please do continue to learn these at home. 

Well done to everyone who brought in the correct clothing for our Outdoor Learning day.  The children were very busy 

cutting back brambles and stinging nettles, trampling down the start of our nature trail and weeding the school 

playground. Roald Dahl celebrations were a little gruesome with lots of insults created for Ms Trunchball and a lot of 

wormy spaghetti from Mr and Mrs Twit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Chicks 

What a wonderful start to our new PreSchool  year! We hope you all had a lovely summer with lots of adventures. We 

would like to say welcome to all our new starters and their families. 

During our first few weeks at PreSchool we have been getting to know each other, and have talked about what we 

did on our holidays, from seeing crabs at the beach to playing in the garden. 

 This half-term we are looking at the story of The Enormous Turnip, we have made scarecrows for our wall display and 

for the harvest festival service, and are looking at where our food comes from. 

We have had lots of outdoor messy play using the pipettes to suck up watery paint and squirt it all over the ground, 

used the patterned rollers in the flour and glitter and of course we used our fingers to make patterns in it too! Plus, lots 

of digging in the soil bags and playing in the mud kitchen. We have been developing our explaining and listening skills 

when playing with our friends, this helps us play together and we know what our friends want us to do.  

With the weather having been so gorgeous, we have been visiting the school field to pick blackberries for our snack. 

We have enjoyed talking about what colour blackberries we can pick and why we can’t pick the red blackberries. We 

also enjoyed the Outdoor Learning session with Woodpeckers collecting leaves and sticks for the big scarecrow and 

looking at the caterpillars on the willow den branches.  

Please could you ensure your child has a waterproof coat and if possible waterproof trousers in their bag along with 

some spare clothes. When the weather changes we will still be playing outside and jumping in the puddles as it’s so 

much fun! Thank you for all your continued support. 

Kay and Amy 

 



News from The Trust 

 

An exciting new project commenced this week for the Trust schools as a result of our research around the 
wider curriculum design. We all agreed that the children leaving our primary school will be eloquent, 
outspoken and able to communicate efficiently with others. The Oracy Project that will focus on helping 
the children talk, present, discuss and work effectively in a team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first session was truly inspirational and focused on dialogue in the classrooms, quality of discussions 
and how to help children express their views, politely agree or disagree and use precise language to do so. 
We are thrilled about this project and the increased participation in learning that it will bring. 


