
A message from  the Trust 

 

 

Friday 17th December 2021—Last Day of Term 

Tuesday 4th January 2022—INSET DAY 

Wednesday 5th January 2022—Children return to 
School 

Monday 10th January 2022—After School Clubs 
start 

Monday 17th January 2022—World Religion Day 

16th—30th January 2022– Big Schools Garden 
Watch 

28th—4th February 2022—National Storytelling 
week. 

Thursday 3rd February 2022—Woodpecker Class 
Assembly 9.15am 

 

Mary and Joseph—2021 

17th December 2021 

Photo of the Month 

As we reach the final stages of 2021, once again it has 

been a year like no other.  However, it has still been a 

wonderful year and there are many things for which we 

need to be extremely grateful.  Our thanks go to every-

one in our schools who have worked tirelessly over the 

last 12 months to provide the safest possible environ-

ment for all our pupils during these difficult and chal-

lenging times.  We would also like to thank you for your 

continued support throughout this term. Hopefully we 

will all enjoy our Christmases with family and friends.  

Everyone has worked incredibly hard over the last few 

weeks to still be able to offer the usual Christmas fayres, 

nativity plays, carol concerts etc. being flexible with the 

arrangements to ensure everyone’s safety. Thank you to 

everyone for their understanding and support.  

But for now, as much as you can, please enjoy a safe, 

healthy and joyful Christmas and a wonderful New Year, 

filled with hope and optimism and we look forward to 

welcoming you back to school in 2022.   

 

Christmas Fair 

 

The PTA would like to thank everyone who came to the 

Christmas Fair last Friday.   

 

A total of £305 was raised  - A huge achievement!   

  Thank you 



A message from the School 

A huge well done to our children who represented themselves and the school so well over the last few weeks.  The chil-
dren performed superbly during the nativity and did themselves proud.  They acted with kindness and politeness when 
we have invited families in to decorate the tree and hall. They have also sung their hearts out and remembered many 
lines! 

They were also impeccably behaved during the visit to the Octagon Theatre to watch the pantomime.  Whilst on the 
coach and in the theatre, the children were well behaved and very courteous to members of the public.  This not only 
makes the trip more enjoyable for the teachers but just highlights what a fantastic group of children they really are.  

We have had lots of joyous activities to share with you and I would like to take this moment to say thank you to everyone 
who has participated.  Whether it was the Church Service or the Fair, your contribution over the past month has been 
phenomenal.  I would also like to thank all the staff and volunteers who have worked endlessly to provide the best edu-
cation and experiences for the children.   

We hope you all have a fantastic Christmas break and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.  

Best Wishes 

Miss Sarah Dobinson 

 

 

Staff Changes  

Our premier Sports coaching is now carried out by Miss Ellie Howe.  Some of you may have met her these 
past two weeks. She will continue to be our coach for the Spring Term.  

 

 

 

--  

 

 

We have a fond farewell to Miss Crocker who is leaving us this term in pursuit of her Science 
Career, working in a Government laboratory.  

Lani has worked at various points in time at Winsham School and her enthusiasm and Science 
knowledge and fun facts will undoubtedly be missed by the children and staff.  Thank you for 
your dedication to the school and we look forward to hearing about the exciting projects you 
find yourself involved with.  

In January, we will be joined by an experienced Higher Level Teaching Assistant who is trans-
fering to us from Holy Trinity School in Taunton.  Mrs Stacey King has worked at Holy Trinity for 
a number of years and is familiar with the The Redstart Learning Partnership. Having recently 
moved to an area closer to Winsham, we are delighted that Mrs King will be working with us in 
the new year.  



 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure 

that our pupil’s safety is paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to 

develop well, both physically and mentally. The school follows the latest Government Guidance 

to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding lead (DDSL) is 

Nadine Luesley. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or 

you may phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child 

safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so 

that we may update our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

        

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 98.5% 

KS2 - 91.63% 

Preschool - 100 % 

 

 

 

Whole School 95.19% 

House Points: 

Well done to the Winning House—Everyone did so well collecting their house points this term!  

Counters are reset to 0 in January…. Who could win next term? 

Air:  418 

Earth: 484 

Fire:  532 

Water: 425 

 

Well done to Fire! 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Heron Class: 

 

And just like that, the autumn term is now done! 

 

The children have all endured end of term assessments but have done so with great 
confidence, perseverance and a healthy attitude.  All children have made really good 
progress and so they should be very proud of their hard work.  

 

We have come to the end of our topic on the Romans in Britain and Light.  We shall revisit 
these again and revise the topic so that it remains fresh in our minds. The children have all 
presented to each other on an area of Italy which focused on the human and physical 
geography of a given region.  In RE we have finished our unit on Christianity and have 
ended with a rather mature and fascinating discussion on miracles.  

 

In Maths, we have a heavy focus on Multiplication and Division Facts.  Please remember 
to use TTRS and IXL as additional home learning opportunities.  These facts really underpin 
a lot of mathematical understanding and so your support at home would be most 
appreciated.  

 

Following our previous zoom workshop with the Houses of Parliament, we have used our 
writing sessions to write to our local MP, Marcus Fysh.  The children have written some very 
persuasive letters, encouraging him to reduce the speed limit on the main road in 
Winsham .  We shall keep you updated with his response! 

 

Well done to all pupils for such a successful term and thank you to all parents and carers 
for the active parts you have played in your child's education. Enjoy the holiday and we 
look forward to seeing you all in the New Year! 

 

 

 



Woodpecker Class: 

 

Wow! What a term.  
 
Woodpeckers have worked their socks off this half term, producing some brilliant written work, fabulous artwork and 
baking some tasty treats.  
 
This half term in Literacy we have written our own set of instructions on how to trap the naughty troll! Woodpeckers 
thought up some fantastic plans and thought about each step of the process. Reception have been working 
incredibly hard to learn their letters and to start writing their name. In science, we have looked at materials and how 
different materials react together causing a reaction. Woodpeckers performed two science experiments, the volcano 

and the melting snowman . We found out mixing vinegar with bicarbonate of soda causes a reaction to take 
place and fizzing and bubbling occurred. We have also been been labelling the parts of our bodies and performed an 
experiment to count how many times we use our arms, legs, hands and feet. 
 
Over the past few weeks, Woodpeckers have been singing their hearts out learning songs and practicing for our 
nativity to which a huge well done is needed, We have also made Christmas cards to the village and craft to sell at 
the school fair.  
 
Well done Woodpeckers for a fantastic half term! Enjoy your well earned Christmas break! Merry Christmas 
everyone! 
 
Nadine Luesley 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Little-Chicks, Pre-School: 

What an exciting month we have had!  
 
We are all very excited about Christmas. We have been doing advent every morning as part of our routine along with 
lots of Christmas themed activities and crafts. Our favourite has been making fake snow with corn flour and oil (and of 
course glitter!).  
 
The children made snowmen by adding pom poms; this was great for developing fine motor skills, counting and sort-
ing. We have also explored ice and used hammers to break it open, the children then decided to add colour to the ice 
and observed what happened.  
 
As part of our Forest School activities we have been busy making wooden Santa's and decorating them. Throughout 
this the children have used tools, developed creativity and language.  
 
The children took part in the Nativity Play alongside the school children, they all did very well in front of a very large 
audience!  
 
Last Friday we had our Christmas lunch together where we enjoyed pulling crackers and sharing jokes.  
 
Our last week has been full of Christmas parties with music and dancing!  
 
We look forward to a new year of more adventures and fun learning!  
 
Merry Christmas to you all and a Happy New Year!  



Forest School: 

 

December was a hive of activity in Forest School. Despite some cold and wet weather, the children have enjoyed 

playing in the mud, setting up assault courses and rebuilding shelters which have been damaged in the windy 

weather. We even found a deceased mole and those that could stomach it, looked at its paws and tried to work out if 

moles had eyes. We have also enjoyed hot chocolate with marshmallows around the camp fire. 

 The children have learnt to use the handsaws to slice a small round of wood to make their Christmas tree 

decorations. These were decorated and put on string, the children were all proud of their finished tree decorations - 

we hope you liked them too!  

Next term we will be looking at our senses, planting seeds and enjoying some pancakes cooked on the camp fire. 

Please advise us if your child has any allergies or dietary requirements so they can be catered for.  

Please could we ask that all children come to Forest School sessions with waterproof trousers and coat, this ensures 

they can join in with activities the children initiate such as mud slides! With the weather beginning to get colder, hats, 

gloves and scarves are essential. Please ensure your child has some spare shoes and clothes just in case they get 

wet and muddy.  

Forest School dates for Spring term  

Woodpeckers 10th January       Herons 17th January 

Woodpeckers 24th January       Herons 31st January 

Woodpeckers 7th February        Herons 14th February 

Woodpeckers 28th February      Herons 7th March  

Woodpeckers 14th March         Herons 21st March  

Woodpeckers 28th March         Herons 4th April  

 

 



 

 

 

 



Decorating the Christmas Tree and Bauble hanging 



Our Christmas Nativity “Born in a Barn 



When Santa flew over Winsham 

Pantomime Visit—The children were impeccably behaved and a credit to themselves 

and the school.  The children returned to school with a big smile and rather tired from all 

the excitement.  Thank you PTA again for purchasing the tickets. 

Decorating the School Hall with 

Family and Friends 









Covid measures—flow chart of what to do? 


