
A message from Lindsay Gabriel   

A huge congratulations to our KS2 children who attended 

the hockey tournament last week.  It was a pleasure to hear that the 

children all worked extremely well as a team and all enjoyed the 

experience.  KS1 children attended an indoor cricket competition and 

were taught lots of new skills by Holyrood coaches and students.  I am 

so pleased that the children are having these opportunities and 

chances to participate in competitions.  These tournaments will 

continue to be organised throughout the year so if you're child wasn't 

able to attend then there will be plenty of opportunity in the future.  

Safeguarding is such an important matter at Winsham and so I would 

like to say a huge thank you to the NSPCC, and in particular to Tamsin, 

who delivered a KS1 assembly, KS2 assembly and a Year 5 and 6 

workshop.  The children listened very carefully and responded very 

sensibly to some sensitive conversations. I look forward to seeing 

everyone in their number costumes on Friday 7th February for NSPCC 

number day!  

Earlier this month we were able to inform you of the KS2 Summer 

residential trip and are very excited that we are organising a visit to 

London.  I am thrilled with the uptake of children.   A meeting with 

further information will be held very soon.  

At Winsham we are very lucky to have so many volunteers who come 

and listen to children read to donating stationary items.  Mrs Judith Hill is 

kindly lending us some of her time to prune the Willow Tree at the 

field.  The children will have the exciting opportunity to use the offcuts 

to weave during the next month.  In addition, Miss Dobinson has 

secured 300 saplings from the Woodland Trust which will be delivered 

within the next few weeks and the children will be planting in their 

Outdoor Learning Sessions.   We would welcome any top-soil and bulbs 

to help build our planted area.  

News From the Trust 

Winner of the ‘toilet roll’ competition. 

Lily E - Year 3 at Redstart ‘Bug Hotel’ 

A gallery of the entries can be seen inside the newsletter. 

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 5th February-KS1 Cake Sale 3pm Playground 

 7th February –NSPCC Number Day 

 10th February-Year 6 Bikeability 

 11th February- Parents Evening 

 13th February-Year 6 Bikeability  

 14th February– Break up for Half Term 

 24th February - Return to School 

 5th March-World Book Day 

 9th March-British Science Week 

NSPCC Assembly 

31st January 2020 



Our Values for this week: Responsibility  

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is 

paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding Leads are Lindsay Gabriel and Nadine 

Luesly. 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this month) 

KS1 - 99.25% 

KS2 - 96.59% 

Preschool - 100% 

Whole School - 97.79% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


Woodpeckers 

Welcome back Woodpeckers after a fabulous Christmas break - It seems a long time 

ago now! We have come back superbly and have already achieved so much. We 

have had a real focus on telling the time using an analogue clock in Maths. We have 

been looking at o'clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to the hour.  

In Literacy we have been reading the story of the Magic Porridge Pot. We have creat-

ed our own versions and are looking forward to sharing these with you at our next par-

ent drop in session! We have been learning all about Neil Armstrong in history; we 

have learnt about his journey to becoming an astronaut and briefly looked at the tex-

ture of the moon.  

In Art we have been learning the skill of sketching, Woodpeckers have used mixed 

media to sketch their peers and have used an image of themselves to sketch a self-

portrait. We will begin to look at developing our skills of shading as we move into Feb-

ruary. During Outdoor Learning we have used our tying skills to create our own natural 

paint brushes; we searched for the perfect handle, and rummaged to find ideal foli-

age to create our brushes bristles. We used mud, water and slime to create a paste to 

use as paint. We returned back to school just before the rain poured and we used 

natural materials to create a picture. We rubbed flowers, berries, bark, sticks and 

leaves to create our art work. 

Well done to woodpeckers for your impeccable behaviour on our cricket visit at Holy-

rood. Thank you to Miss Hilton who kindly arranged the visit, we had a wonderful day 

learning cricket skills and mixing with children from Ashill and Manor Court.  



 

Heron Class 

Since the last newsletter, I feel there is so much to report on for the Heron Class.  

In literacy, we have launched the 500-word story homework.  Whilst this is inspired by the 

BBC Radio 2 competition, we will not force your child to enter but we would encourage 

them to. Don’t forget the deadline for this homework is Friday 14th February. 

Over the past few weeks, the children created some very imaginative poetry and, also 

performed off by heart, a well-known nonsense poem.  They all did themselves proud 

and certainly amused each other with their quirky interpretations. We are now delving 

into a non-fiction unit; Newspaper reports. 

In Maths, the children have been linking their division skills with fractions. The children 

have twigged the importance of knowing their times tables so please keep practising 

these at home.   

Fencing lessons have also been organized for the children.  With Tokyo 2020 coming up, 

we thought we’d learn some skills!  These lessons will happen every Friday morning so if 

the children are not in Outdoor Clothing then please send them in with their PE kits. 

I have been super impressed with the maturity and responsibility that the Year 6 children 

have shown towards their learning.  They have started Twilight Club with a great effort 

and good level of enthusiasm! Well done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Little Chicks 

 

 

 

Over the last few weeks, we have had a great time exploring space!  The children have enjoyed making 

space rockets, astronaut helmets, planets and stars.  They have listened to stories about visiting the moon; 

including some very brave dinosaurs that have travelled there!   They have explored different materials 

such as gloop, spaghetti, lentils and shredded paper to find aliens and spaceships hidden there.  We have 

been singing lots of space-related songs but the favourite for both children and staff has been ‘Five Little 

Men in a Flying Saucer’.  The children have told us, “My favourite thing is blasting off!” when we count 

down at circle time.  

Next week, we will be taking part in Number Day (7th February) to build skills in counting and measuring 

through doing some cooking activities.  The week after we will be thinking about Valentines Day in terms of 

all those that we love.  The children are also looking forward to doing a scavenger hunt in Outdoor Learning 

on Friday.  We have lots to look forward to at Little Chicks! 

 
 

 

 



Winsham Sporting Events 

 

Cricket festival—KS1 

Woodpecker Class joined in with the Cricket Festival held at Holyrood Academy, Chard. The chil-

dren were split into smaller teams where Holyrood students assisted with numerous activities 

that involved cricket skills.  They all had lots of fun catching, throwing and batting. Woodpeckers’ 

behaviour and listening was impeccable throughout the festival and their excitement about being 

at a big school was a joy to observe.  

 

Hockey tournament—KS2 

 

Six KS2 girls went to Holyrood Academy to participate in our first Hockey tournament with some 

other local primary schools. There was some very tough competition in the tournament but the 

girls did extremely well defending the goal area and passing the ball to each other.  They played 

four very challenging games. The girls will all agree that it was an experience they will remember 

and I would like to say how proud we were of their attitude and perseverance throughout the 

matches.  

  



DESIGN COMPETITION WINNERS: 

‘Innovative’ and ‘Creative’ were two measures in our first Trust competition. Take a look at the winning and highly 

commended entries below. Who would have thought of such a variety of uses for a toilet roll: abacus, Nativity scene, 

flower, bug hotel, Advert calendar, castle, sheep and train! 





School lunch choices: 

Thank you for choosing your child’s hot school dinner through local food links.  Below is the current menu, taking us to 

half-term.  Remember that you will need to book a week in advance.  KS2 children; £2.40 per meal.  


