
A message from Lindsay Gabriel   

What a wonderful first term we have had at Winsham.  It has been a term full 

of learning, discovery and community spirit.  We have focused on two of our 

values; respect and perseverance. All staff are immensely proud of everyone 

of our pupils at Winsham primary and in the Pre-school with their individual 

developments and inspiring attitudes to learning.  

A very big thank you for all your support over the Christmas period.  We were 

very kindly donated our Christmas tree from Mr Mike Douglas.  We have never 

seen a tree so tall – it touches the ceiling! The children have really enjoyed putting their own 

bauble on the tree and decorating as a school.  It was such a pleasure to hear about the 

parent afternoon where help was given to decorate the hall.  

The younger children did extremely well learning their lines for ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ 

and the older children showed great maturity in their various supporting roles. Also, the 

children were fantastic at leading the ‘Carols by Candlelight Concert’ last week and sung 

beautifully at our Family Church Service earlier today. Thank you to all Parents and family 

members who have been able to attend and joined us in our events and Christmas 

celebrations. 

I am so pleased that we were able to take the entire school to watch the Pantomime.  

Giving the children the opportunity to watch a live performance was tremendous.   

Thank you to the PFA for organising the Christmas Fair.  There were many happy faces 

wondering the halls last Friday, with various face paints and prizes in their hands.  A total of 

£847.93 was raised together with the Christmas Bingo, which will go towards vital school 

equipment.  Thank you to all who donated and spent money on the stalls.  

I must also thank The Bell who have donated £60 from money collected through their 

weekly Lottery.  We have already decided this will be spent on a better sound system! 

I would like to wish you all a very happy and restful holiday and look forward to seeing you 

on Tuesday 7th January! 

News From the Trust 

The Autumn Term is the longest of the year and is always busy. We have welcomed our 

youngest pupils into Reception and I am delighted to report that they are settling in 

beautifully and thriving in the bright and cheerful learning environments that teachers and 

TAs have worked so hard to set up.  You will be aware that there has been a real focus on 

reading, writing and maths over recent years and this work is showing dividends. Building on 

those firm foundations, Heads of School across the Trust have been working to develop a 

new approach to delivering a truly broad, engaging and relevant curriculum.  We have 

already experienced Ofsted’s new approach looking at that very aspect of how we help 

our children to learn and prepare them for the rapidly changing world in which we live. All 

aspects of the curriculum can come under scrutiny, from geography to PE, art to science. 

This is a welcome change but nonetheless a challenging one as goalposts are once again 

moved both rapidly and far! Everyone has worked incredibly hard this term and the run up 

to Christmas with fayres, nativity plays and carol concerts is both a joy and a lot of hard 

work. Thank you to everyone for your support with fund-raising events and for coming to see 

your children perform. I hope that you all enjoy a healthy, happy and peaceful Christmas 

and we look forward to welcoming you back to school in 2020. 

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 6th January—Inset Day  

 7th January —Return to School 

 13th January—After School Clubs start 

 4th February  - Internet Safety Day 

 11th February—Parent Evening 2pm—6pm 

 

We will be planting bulbs and seeds next term.  We 
kindly request any donations of soil, bulbs and 
seeds for our Outdoor Learning Sessions.   

    Thank-you. 

Christmas with the Aliens 

20th December 2019 

Our Values for this week:  

Perseverance 



Heron Class 

Wow – What a first term we have had! 

The children have been very excited for the Christmas holidays to come and they certainly deserve the break!  

Heron class have worked extremely hard this term and have all put such effort into their learning.   

What I have been most impressed with is their development of team-work, empathy, resilience and support that 

they have been giving each other. They have taken our term values of respect and perseverance and have 

applied these values in their everyday life at school.  

Thank you to all parents for your support with homework and extending their learning at home.  The homework 

over the holidays is to have fun, spend quality time with family and rest! 

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing the children in January. 

 

Woodpecker Class 

Well done Woodpeckers for all the amazing work you have produced throughout this term! You have all worked in-
credibly hard and produced a fantastic Nativity play. You sang beautifully and performed your lines with confidence. 
Woodpeckers behaved impeccably at the Octagon Theatre and we all enjoyed watching the Snow White Pantomime. 
Thank you parents for your continued support and all the fantastic work produced at home! 
 
We all wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We look forward to welcoming you back to school in 
2020! Have a wonderful Christmas break, sleep lots and most importantly spend time having a fun! 
 
 



 

 Little Chick’s Preschool 

Over the past few weeks we have been having lots of festive fun. Creating many Christmas crafts such as salt dough 

decorations, Christmas cards, candle holders and much more!  Also, we have been exploring ice.  We have had 

blocks of ice, toys hidden in ice and even found some on the fences after the thunderstorm we had on Sunday night. 

In Outdoor Learning, we went on a Gruffallo hunt, splashed in muddle puddles and did some leaf threading. We learnt 

lots of new Christmas songs, which the children sang in the school nativity and at circle time.  The children also really 

enjoyed joining in with the schools craft afternoon, helping to create decorations to put on the big school tree. 

In the New Year we are going to be looking at space, creating spaceships, aliens and plants. We will be exploring lots 

of different malleable materials such as silly spaghetti and alien slime, and much more! We look forward to seeing you 

all in the New Year; have a wonderful Christmas from us all at Little chicks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is 

paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead is Nadine Luesley and Lindsay 

Gabriel 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: 

www.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

Attendance Breakdown: (for this Fortnight) 

KS1 - 94.12 % 

KS2 - 95.45 % 

Preschool - 100% 

Whole School - 94.85 % 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


 

Well done to the winning house—Water. 

Water won by a fantastic 475 points.  They had a little treat of making Crispie Cakes, decorating them for 

Christmas.   The points will now be re-set and put back to 0 ready for next term.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas at Winsham — 2019 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


