
A message from Lindsay Gabriel  

 I think it’s safe to say that the children are excited about a special event 

happening next month: Christmas! We’ve started the countdown so please 

see the dates in the Newsletter and make note of all our celebrations. The 

children have been looking rather warm; wrapped up in their coats, scarfs 

and hats in the mornings.  Please make sure you take care in the mornings 

getting to school, particularly if you are walking on frosted or icy ground. 

We had a truly inspiring visit from Zoe Davison, Youth Pentathlon medal 

winner.  She gave an exciting assembly which highlighted the highs and lows of training for 

her sport.  Zoe highlighted to the children the dedication and perseverance which is 

needed – one of our Values. The children were able to ask her questions, take part in some 

PE with her and everyone had a photo taken whilst wearing her medal! 

The children at Winsham created some fantastic art pieces for Remembrance Day, which 

are currently displayed in the Church.  The Parish were extremely pleased to see the 

children’s work on display, bringing the community together. On the 11th, the children were 

very respectful and carried great dignity when listening to the Last Post played by Mrs Bulgin 

and when observing the minute silence and listening to prayers. 

I was delighted to see the spotty faces and was amazed at your kind generosity for Children 

in Need.  Well done to those who took part in a 1 mile run to Forde Abbey on Sunday 10th 

November and raised over £200.00 for Children in Need. We are all very proud of you. 

Furthermore, a huge thank you to your donations for the School Christmas Bingo.  I know the 

children enjoy a non – school uniform day but the donated prizes really help the PFA in their 

biggest fundraiser of the year. 

A big well done to the children that ran in the Cross-Country competition at Holyrood.  It’s a 

real thrill to see Winsham being represented amongst the other schools in the area.  Keep 

an eye out for further events happening soon. 

Finally, the children have had a visit from the Donkey Sanctuary.  They delivered a very 

informative assembly and each Key Stage took part in a workshop.  They very kindly gave us 

a knitted donkey – the children will have a competition to name the donkey. 

News From the Trust 

 

Head of school: Lindsay Gabriel 

 27th November KS2 Tutankhamun Exhibition 
trip 

 30th November PFA Bingo Jubilee Hall 

 10th December Parents invited to make Christ-
mas decorations and decorate the main hall. 
And around the school. 2 pm in School 

 12th December  Nativity play 2pm in school 

 13th December Christmas jumper day non 
school uniform with a festive jumper and dona-
tion for Save the Children 

 13th December Carols  by candlelight  2.45pm 
in the school hall. 

 17th December whole school Christmas dinner 

Zoe Davison 

22nd November 2019 

Our Values for this week:  

Perseverance  

 

 

Following the success of our inaugural year 3 mathematics competition last year—

won by Ashill Primary School—we applied for a grant to help fund more 

competitions across The Redstart Learning Partnership. Last week we were thrilled to 

learn that we have been awarded £800 from the Jo Walters Charitable Trust. This 

money will be used to purchase resources, make group sets of mathematical games 

and inspire our children to enjoy learning mathematics. If you would like to find out 

more about Jo Walters, please visit www.jowalterstrust.org.uk. We will be 

announcing dates for our year group competitions in the new year. 

http://www.jowalterstrust.org.uk/


Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is high priority at Winsham Primary School. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupil’s safety is 

paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well, both physically and mentally. The 

school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important area. 

Our Designated Lead (DSL) is Miss Sarah Dobinson and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead is Ms Lindsay Gabriel 

Our school’s Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy can be found online at: ww.winshamprimaryschool.co.uk/1213/

safeguarding 

If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can either talk to our DSL or DDSLs or you may phone 

Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224. 

There is lots of online safety advice on our website – please follow this link to help keep your child safe. 

Safeguarding Updates 

Well done – Our Fire Practice last week was timed at 1 minute 20 seconds for Pre-school and primary children and 

adults to exit the building to our Assembly point. 

Asthma and Inhalers – As the weather turns colder, please can I ask you to talk to your child about the occurrence of 

asthma and make sure their inhalers are in school every day. 

 

Contact Information 

If you change any of your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible so that we may update 

our records. It is imperative that we have up to date details at all times. 

 

Preschool 

We have had a fun couple of weeks! We have enjoyed Outdoor Learning, creating stick men and rafts to float in 

puddles.  

Also, we have been engaging in lots of creative activities, creating the characters from the Gruffalo story, which we 

have been looking at.  

We have enjoyed learning about Autumn by watching the leaves fall from the trees, looking at the different colours, 

how they feel and using the leaves to create a range of Autumn pictures. We also used the Autumn leaves to hide 

bugs, which  we searched for using magnifying glasses, as well as lots of other fun activities such as counting, sorting, 

music, a walk to the shop and playing with a range of malleable materials. 

In the next few weeks we are really looking forward to starting our Christmas activities. We will be learning some new 

songs, which we are looking forward to singing in the Christmas nativity. 

Attendance Breakdown:  

KS1 - 97.62% 

KS2 - 98.88% 

Preschool - 100% 

Whole School - 98.31% 

http://www.theredstartlearningpartnership.co.uk/826/e-safety


 

EYFS/KS1 Woodpecker Class 

Woodpeckers have been working incredibly hard learning their lines and  songs for our upcoming Nativity play. Thank 

you for all the support and assistance with line learning at home! We have started to create props and develop our 

acting skills ready for our performance. We are very much looking forward to rehearsing in the hall and watching the 

play develop. 

The Gruffalo has taken over our Literacy writing, we will be creating our own Gruffalo creatures to star as our main 

character in our stories. We have enjoyed many books written by Julia Donaldson and have made stick men during 

Outdoor Learning. We have been focusing on the skill of tying and used wool to securely tie arms, legs and hair onto 

our stick body to create our stick families. We also tied multiple sticks together to create a boat, we used a leaf for a 

sail and we floated them in a big puddle. Woodpeckers were very good at this and almost all of our boats floated! 

In Maths we have really focused on subtraction, we have been using Base Ten and Numicon to develop our 

subtraction skills. Reception have been investigating teen numbers and exploring many ways to show each number.  

We were very excited to meet GB pentathlon athlete Zoe Davison, we really enjoyed hearing all about her journey 

and trying some of her sports. We were surprised to find out just how heavy the medal is! We also have thoroughly 

enjoyed our assembly and workshop this week which was run by the Donkey Sanctuary, we have learnt many things 

surrounding the care of donkeys and what they need for a happy life. 

Woodpeckers are continuing to read brilliantly and it is wonderful to see their confidence with reading grow. Thank 

you for your continued support with reading, homework and IXL at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 Heron Class 

We have started a new class book – The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson.  A tale about a yeti who is rather clumsy.  The 

children seem to be enjoying it so far; see if they can tell you about it! 

In our Literacy lessons, we have been looking at commas, semi-colons and colons, and will be focusing on speech 

punctuation over the next two weeks.  These tie in smoothly with our Finding Text.  In Maths lessons we are all at 

different stages of learning our timestables. Year 3 focusing on 3, 4 and 8. Year 4 focusing on 7, 9, 11 and 12. Whilst 

Year 5 and 6 speeding up their recall and looking at factors, prime numbers, square numbers and cube numbers! 

The children have enjoyed a Science Day, investigating what materials would be best to make a lunch box. In PHSE 

we have discussed and practised through drama ways we could solve different problems and started looking at 

America as part of our Geography lessons.  We really have been rather busy! 

We can’t wait for the Tutankhamun visit on Wednesday.  Please make sure that you have informed the office if you 

wish to purchase a packed lunch.  Please make sure your child takes travel sickness tablets before coming to school 

and brings a warm coat. 

Finally, many have met Miss Crocker who is working closely with Heron Class, but we would like to wish her a warm 

welcome from all of us at Winsham. 

 



Winsham School Sports 

We took part in the local schools cross country event, held at Holyrood School at the beginning of November. We took 

eight children from KS2 along to experience the event, and they had a wonderful time cheering on their friends as 

they ran around the course. Some of the children have written about the event; 

“First was the year 3 and 4 girls, next the year 3 and 4 boys, then year 5 and 6 girls and finally, year 5 and 6 boys. 

Nobody got lost because you follow somebody that you call a “hare”. When it was my turn to race, I did some warm 

ups with everyone else, while my friends cheered me on and supported me. When everybody took off, I loved it!” Lucy 

“The cross-country was at Holyrood, I was reserve and I cheered for all the people in Winsham, I had lots of fun at cross

-country.” Liam 

We have lots more sporting events planned with other schools in the local area, and will keep you updated with any 

fixtures. 

 

 

 

 

A post box will be placed in the school hall on the 1st December, for all children to 

post any Christmas Cards they may wish to give. The children will then have the 

opportunity to deliver these around the school up until the 20th December.  

 

 

 



 



 



 Little chicks  
Pre-school 

New hours offered! 
Afternoon hours available to book 

Call in for more information 

Sessions  

available for  

booking 

9am-12pm 

9am-1pm 

9am-3pm 

New slots  

12pm-3pm 

1pm-3pm 
Phone for a visit 01460 30377 



 

 

 

Christmas Diary Events 
 

10th December at 2pm –Decorations 

 All parents and Carer’s are invited to come to school and help their child(ren) 
make decorations to place in the hall and around the school.  

 

12th December at 2 pm – Nativity Play 

 (including all years and Pre-school) 

 

13th December – Christmas Jumper Day  

 (Non School uniform with Festive jumpers) Donations going to Save the Children. 

                            2.45 – Carols by Candlelight in the School Hall. 

 

17th December – School Christmas Dinner 

 

18th December - 1.30 Yeovil Pantomime – Snow 
White 

 

20th December – 9.15 am – Family Service at St 
Stephen’s Church. 

All family and friends welcome. 
 
End of Term 

 


