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Redstart Academy Trust Coronavirus (COVID-19) Catch-Up Premium Statement 2020-21 (Written in 

September 2020 and will be reviewed in July 2021) 

What is the COVID-19 Catch-Up Premium?  

The government COVID-19 catch-up premium has been established to mitigate the effects of the 

unique disruption caused by coronavirus. The grant will only be available for the 2020-2021 academic 

year and has been given to support each child’s educational needs so that any gaps in children’s 

learning can be diminished.  

Who is eligible? 

Every child in the Trust is eligible to take part in the Catch-Up programme. 

How can Funding be spent? 

The Trust can decide how to use the funding to meet the particular needs of pupils across the Trust. 

The Trustees will be held accountable for the impact this funding makes on closing the gaps in 

children’s learning.  

Department of Education statement:  

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support pupils to catch up for lost teaching 

time over the previous months. To support schools to make the best use of the funding, the EEF has 

published a support guide: School Planning Guide 2021 | Education Endowment Foundation | EEF  

How much COVID-19 Catch-Up Funding will we receive?  

The catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis at £80 per pupil (based on the number of 

children on roll in the most up-to-date census information). The funding is allocated to schools in three 

tranches.  

In 2020-21 we have received (to be up-dated as more funding has arrived) for 1450 children across 

the trust.  

How is funding allocated?  

The COVID-19 Catch-up funding has been allocated to the following provision, but does not cover 

the total cost. The two aims for “catch-up” at Redstart Learning Partnership are:  

● The mental health needs of pupils are well met and supported by the school.  

● Gaps in children’s learning as a result of the pandemic have been identified and strategies 

are in pace to support the gaps to be closed as quickly as possible 

What are the potential issues identified as a result of the COVID-19 disruption to education? (Ofsted 

Covid-19 series: briefing on schools, October 2020)  

• Some children regressing in key skills due to lack of engagement with home learning  

• Loss of reading and writing stamina  
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• Gaps in learning appearing due to periods of missed curriculum learning  

 

 

• Regression in communication and language skills 

• Social and emotional difficulties 

• Lack of targeted Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) support during the lockdown 

period  

How we plan to spend the COVID-19 Catch-up Funding to overcome these barriers:  

Across the Trust we monitor the progress and attainment of all children along with particular groups 

so that we can adjust our curricula and support to ensure that any gas in children’s learning both 

historic and due to the pandemic are closed as quickly as possible. We have introduced a new 

assessment system PiXL, which is a forensic tool for analysing gaps in children’s learning in English and 

Maths. PiXL also has a well- assessment tool, which together with our PSHE curricula will provide the 

support for children’s social and emotional well-being. We will appoint academic tutors where 

appropriate and identify opportunities for class teachers and teaching assistants to provide more 

individual one to one tutoring where possible during the school day.  

Typical interventions to support learning will include: 

● Reading and Writing intervention programmes at Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

● Increased phonics groups where appropriate ( overseen by RWInc team in four of our schools) 

● Maths intervention programmes at both key stages 

For all children the provision will support the following:  

● Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. 

● Working through well sequenced, purposeful planning. For example, teachers have adapted 

planning in order to focus on missed objectives and to consolidate the basics.  

● Particular focus on early reading and phonics.  

● Assessment of learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps.  

● Focus on consolidation of basic skills. 

(For some children) 

• Additional support and focus on basic core skills.  

• Additional time to practice basic skills.  

• Additional targeted language support for Foundation children. 

How do we measure the impact of the COVID-19 Catch-Up Funding? 

• As with all government funding, school leaders and governors must be able to account for 

how the money is being used. The overall effectiveness and impact of the funding is 

evaluated regularly through the trust school improvement strategy (Monitoring and Evaluation 

policy) and in six weekly Pupil Progress meetings. 
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In evaluating the impact of the funding, a range of evidence is used including:  

• attainment and progress outcomes;  

• feedback from staff, the child, parents and other professionals who may be involved;  

• pupils books  

• evidence relating to improved confidence, well being, attitude, behaviour etc.  

• In addition, the impact and spending strategy for this catch-up premium will be reported 

through the Trust governance arrangements including the Trustee Education Committee 

meetings throughout the 2020-2021 academic year as well as the termly Teaching and 

Learning Committees at school level.  

• When Ofsted re-commence routine inspections, they will make judgements about the quality 

of education being provided which will include how schools are using the funding to ensure 

the curriculum has a positive impact on all pupils. 

 

Desired outcomes  

 
Desired outcomes and how 

they will be measured  
Success criteria  

A.  

Children to make rapid 

progress during their English 

intervention Outcome will 

be measured by the success 

of the children’s progress 

against their original end of 

year targets 

• Teachers to use baseline assessments to plan individualised sessions 

for each group  

• YR & KS1 Focus: Phonics/Reading/Writing 

• KS2 Focus: Reading/Writing and SPAG 

• Children’s data to be analysed at the end of the intervention 

period  

• Children’s data to be analysed at the end of the year to show how 

the intervention programme has supported the rapid progress of 

children across the Trust.  

B.  

Children to make rapid 

progress during their Maths 

intervention Outcome will 

be measured by the success 

of the children’s progress 

against their original end of 

year targets 

• Teachers to use baseline assessments to plan individualised sessions 

for each group 

• Whole School focus: Number Fluency  

• Children’s data to be analysed at the end of the intervention 

period  

• Children’s data to be analysed at the end of the year to show how 

the intervention programme has supported the rapid progress 

of children across the Trust.  

C.  

Children to make rapid 

progress in EYFS, with a 

specific focus in PSED. 

Outcome will be measure 

by the number of children 

who achieve GLD (Good 

Level of Development) in 

comparison with previous 

• EYFS lead, alongside the class teacher to plan sessions to enhance 

and enable children to develop their Personal, Social, Emotional 

development.  

• EYFS lead to analyse EYFS data, explicitly showing the percentage 

of children achieving the PSED standard alongside the percentage of 

children achieving GLD.  

• Each school to monitor the progress of GLD achievement through 

the year 
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years.  

D.  

Children across Year 1 and 2 

will make rapid progress in 

phonics. Outcome will be 

measured by the 

percentage of children in Y1 

and 2 who pass the phonics 

screening check.  

• Use of TA time and class teacher one to tone time to focus on 

raising phonics achievement 

• Phonics screening test to be carried out in June 2021   

• Each school to monitor the progress of Phonics achievement 

through the year 

E.  

Children across Year 2/6 will 

make rapid progress in 

reading. Outcome will be 

measured by the 

percentage of children in 

Y2/6 who meet the 

expected standard in 

reading.  

• Teachers to use baseline assessments to plan individualised sessions 

for each group 

• Academic tutors where used or TAs will be used to support rapid 

progress 

• Appropriate reading interventions put in place for specific groups  

• Each school to monitor the progress towards the national 

outcomes of attainment in 2019 throughout the year 

 


